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Allied Airplanes 
Totally Wreck 
Big Jap Convoy 


Task Force Destroyed: 
Thousands Of Men, 
22 Vessels Lost 


MELBOURNE—The com- 
plete wiping out of a Jap convoy 
in waters off Bismark Archipelago 
north of Australia can now be put 
down as perhaps the most thorough 
and remarkable Allied victory at 
sea of this war. The Japs lost 95 


planes, 12 transports, ten warships 
and 15,000 men, but those simple 
Statistics can’t begin to tell the 
whole story. 

Of that Jap convoy that sailed 
from New Britain southward to- 
wards New Guinea only 92 Japs 
are known to have survived, and 
of these all but five have subse- 
quently been killed or captured. 
Rarely before has there been such 
complete destruction of an enemy 
force, 

Pictures brought back by the 
Allied Air Force showed not one 
sign of life among the wreckage. 
Not a lifeboat or raft was still 
afloat. What was more remarkable 
was -that this destruction 
wrought entirely from the. air. 

CONVOY SPOTTED 

The Jap convoy was first spotted 
on Monday, March 1, by recon- 
naissance planes. The weather 
was murky and cloudy—bad for 
air activity, good for the convoy. 
The word was brought back to 
headquarters and our mechanics 
went to work immediately repair- 
ing machines, getting planes into 
shape. Every available plane in 
that area was called up for this 
job. Pilots and bardiers 
snatched a few hours’ and, 
early Tuesday, climbed into their 
planes and set off. 

Flying through tropical storms. 
Allied planes picked up the con- 
voy ahd went to work. Two mer- 
chant ships. were -hit and sunk at 
the end of that day. 

Wednesday bombers went out in 
shifts. and began giving the Japs a 
real plastering. Breaking through 
an opening in the clou the air- 
men came upon a beautiful sight. 
Eight more Jap ships had joined 
the enemy convoy. There was now 
a total of 22 targets to hit. 

102 PLANES DOWNED 

Naturally, this Jap. convoy had 
an air cover and our airmen. had 
first to dispose of the enemy's 
planes. Jap planes. were based only 
eight miles away, while our planes 
fought at the limit of their range. 
Soon Jap planes were falling down 
into the sea by the scores. In a 
series of running dogfights some 

(Continued on Page 6) 





German Forces 
Take Defensive 
After Setback 


British Eighth Army 








Throws Back Axis 
At Mareth Line 


ALLIED FORCE HEAD- 
QUARTERS—After a series of 
slapping setbacks in northern Tu- 
nisia and the Mareth Line sector, 
Jerry has spent the past few days 
holding his cards close to his chest. 

The ginitial Nazi defeat. this 
week took place south of the Mar- 
eth Line when Rommel threw in 
his prize panzer divisions in a de- 
termined effort to take the high 
ground im the center of ‘the line. 
The British 8th Army concentrat- 
ed heavy artilléry on the Nazi 
tanks, destroyed 30 of them, and 
after a two-day battle pushed the 
Germans back to their original po- 
sitions. 

NAZIS THROWN BACK 

Frustrated in an attempt to fore- 
stall British action in the south, 
the Germans made a strong thrust 
in the Sedjanene area, in the ex- 
treme north, near Bizerta. There, 
too, they were thrown back with 


WaS' considerable losses and no gains. 


American troops in the central 
sector penetrated into Pichon, 20 
miles west of Kairouan, but the po- 
sition was untenable and our 
forces retreated to a stronger line 
a few miles away near El Ala. 
This move succeeded in diverting 
some German troops and tanks 
from the north. nm 

Further south, the Nazis still 
held Gafsa but our patrols went 
within —. miles of the town 
bringing back a dozen prisoners in 
the -course of one day. French 
forces have occupied the town 
of Tozeur. on the northwestern 
shore of Chott-Djerid, a salt lake 
on the fringes of the Sahara. 


MATLAOUI TAKEN 

Continuing their advance yester- 
day, Allied forces pushed up and 
took over the town of Matlaoui, 22 
miles southwest. of Gafsa. Gafsa 
itself was heavily bombed by Bri- 
tish and American planes, causing 
several large fires. 

In all these varied thrusts the 
Axk lost considerable tenks. In one 
action this week Allied forces 
captured 50 tanks, 18 of whieh 
were the brand-new Mark IV’s. 
Since Jerry is using his most mod- 
ern equipment it is safe to assume 
thet he intends to stay in Tunisia 
as long as he can and has no seri- 
ous thought of evacuation in the 
immediate future. . 

Flying weather was, for the most 
nart, terrible this past week, al- 
though our bombers did go on 4 

(Continued on Page 6) 





Happy Ending: 


Bill Metzger 


Claims His Betty D. Brown 


Dear Editor: 

As a constant reader of The 
Stars and Stripes, I nonchalantly 
<= one up this afternoon, and 

rise I saw the picture 
of my Betty. Boy, you ‘could 
have knocked me -over with a 
feather. 

Well, the first thing I did was 
to come right over to the shack 
to let you know right away, and 
here I am. 

You don’t know how,,long I’ve 
been sweating that picture out, 
and it really is good t© know that 
I will soon have it, Please give my 
thanks to Lt. Fisher, and tell him 
te keep up the good work. 

By the way, the girl’s name, or 
should I say the beautiful dish of 
feminine loveliness, is Miss Betty 
D. Brown, 5 Kirk Street, Dunoon, 
Scotland. 


Well, that is abouf all the news 
I can give you at the present. I 
would appreciate it very much if 
you didn’t write her, 





‘ telling 
the ‘picture had been lost. OK 
Thanks a lot for putting it in 


the paper. It’s things like that 
that help keep the morale up. By 

the way, the handle is: Cpl. 
William J. Metzger. 

Hoping to hear from you soon 
and most of all to receive the pic- 
ture of Betty. 

Sincerely, 
+ BILL, 


During the week THE STARS 
AND STRIPES has received three 
queries concerning this picture of 
Betty. The first Bill l0oked at the 
Original of the picture, observed 
that Betty was very attractive, but 
Never was sure that this 
Betty was his tty. 

fellow thought it 
back 








~ 





of the army was fixed; 


ultimate victory.” 


within themselves and against each 


are estimates only but they are 


various forces.” 


iliary troops. 


."These figures were not arrived at by guess work. Phey were 
the product of months of study by the General Staff and the War 
College. They were also the product of joint planning with the 
Navy over the future work of both these services. The proposed size 
of the Army, the Navy, the Coast Guard and the Marine Corps were 
all determined at the same time, and all of these forces were balanced 


the available manpower, the estimated capacity of production of 
equipment, and the estimated availability of shipping for their trans- 
port. These figues have received the approval of the joint chief 
of staff of the Army and the Navy and finally of the President. 
They have thus had the benefit of all the brains, accumulated research 
and judgment which our government machinery provides for that 
purpose. They have not been worked out in disregard of but in full 
reference to our program of shipbuilding and production of equipment.” 


"When we look at the estimated size of the forces of our enemies 
which are in the field against us, our numbers certainly do not look 
relatively too large. I realize that the figures of the hostile forces 


available to those whose business it is to make such estimates. In 
Europe the estimated forces of the Germans and their Allies show 
about 14,000,000 men under arms. Russia and Britain together have 
a much smaller number. In Asia the Japanese have more than 3,000,- 
000 men. These figures represent the aggregate of individuals in the 


"When we compare the combat units of the various forces the 
disparity between us is even greater. Our plans are to produce about 
100 American divisions of ground forces, together with their aux- 
Germany is estimated to have approximately 300 
divisions, Italy 80 divisions, Germany's European satellites another 
80 divisions, and Japan about 86 more. This makes an aggregate 
(Continued on Page 4) 


other, and also in connection with 


based upon the best information 


More Men Needed To Match 
Axis Armies, Stimson Says 


, 
A 


“The Size Of The Army” 


By HENRY L. STIMSON 


“It is my purpose tonight to try to explain to you how the size 
the kind of army we are training and the 
purposes for which it is designed; and why it is impossible to reduce 
its size or interrupt its training without the gravest danger to our 


Hits At War ‘Experts, - 
‘Business As Usual,’ 
Haile Servicemen 


— 


WASHINGTON—Heary L 
Stimson, Secretary of War, in i 
widely broadcast and importan 
speech entitled "The Size of the 
Army,” explained to the Americas 
people this week why it is necessary 
to plan on an ever-increasing ex- 
pansion of our armed forces. Mr. 
Stimson’s speech was made in rebut- 
tal to the scattered critics of the 
War Department's plan who think 
our army is already large enough. 

The Secretary announced that 
before the end of this year, we 


would have an army of 8,200,000 
men composed of 7,500,000 enlisted 
men and 700,000 officers and which 
would include an Air Force of 
about 2,500,000 men and a Wo- 
men’s Army Auxiliary Corps of up 
to 150,000. He reminded the army's 
critics that the German forces 
pitted against the United Nations 
numbered at least 14,000,000 men 
and that, whereas our plans were 
to have 100 divisions of ground 
forces, the Axis armies already 
numbered 546 divisions. 
ATTITUDES CONTRASTED 
The Secretary lashed out against 
those Americans who still insist 
on "business as usual” or who 
believe that the war can be won 
without sacrifices. He insisted that 
there is nothing wrong with "that 
section of the American people who 
are in uniform either on the land, 
on the sea or in the air.” Nor, he 
added, "does any trouble exist 
among the millions of patriotic 
citizens at home, who have given 
up their dearest to the dangers 
of this war and who are cheerfully 
devoting themselves to patriotic 
tasks and sacrifices here and are 
thus trying in every way to hasten 
an? nush forward the war effort.” 
"The armed forces, the men who 
are going into actual combat. have 
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Flashes From 
The Front 


BACK. TO BROOKLYN: An- 
other Italian soldier has joined the 
Allies at his first opportunity. He’s 
one of Benito’s officers, but he 
was formerly a barber in Brooklyn. 
"When I was visiting Italy,” said 
the hair-cutting brasshat to his 
captors, "they told me I'd have to 
fight for my country. So they put 
me in uniform.” The first time 
his outfit met the Americans, he 
came over. "I'd like to fight for 
my country now and my country's 
America,” he said. "And when it’s 
over, I'll go back to my barber 
shop for good.” 


- > od 


A P-38 OUTFIT on front-line 
duty claims the most-travelled 
mascot in North Africa ... He's a 
queer-looking dog, a cross between 
a dachshund and rabbit hound, 
which the boys picked up last year 
in the Muroc Desert, California... 
His name is Mojave, shortened to 
Moe .. . He’s been in Ireland, Eng- 
land and many spots in Africa . . 
In- Ireland Moe achieved fame by 
catching a rabbit ... Then he 
learned to chase rabbits into the 
line of fire for soldier hunters— 
at Ieast, so they swear. 


> > > 


WHEN THE BOYS draw their 
beads now, they don’t miss. Mem- 
bers of one infantry company, now 
making life miserable for the Afri- 
ka Korps keep score of their 
marksmenship by chalking up all 
bulls-eyes on the walls of their 
foxholes. The boys now take turns 





(Continued on Page 5) 





Simples Soldats’ Are Getting 
Their Crack At Hated Boche 


By EGBERT WHITE 


Sgt. Souati Touati, who belongs 
to an Algerian outfit on a French- 
held front, is just a muleskinner. 
He and two "simples soldats”—in 
other words, privates—ordinarily 
look after the mules at a batta- 
lion headquarters. But Sgt. Touati 
is also a fighting man, and he 
has several times proved it. 

One day, for instance, the Ger- 
mans broke through a line and 
were cutting behind Jouati’s com- 
rades. Sgt. Touati thereupon asked 
permission of his CO, Commandant 
Edmond Santini, to leave his 
mules and do something about it. 
The_ commandant consented and 
the sergeant and the two privates 
set out armed with one regulation 
— rifle and two French pis- 
tols. °* 

Having walked about a mile, the 
three suddenly ran into a group 
of Boches who were armed with 
automatic rifles, grenades and all 
the other handy weapons a well- 

equipped army issues its soldiers. 
Without hesitation Touati and his 
two men rushed the Germans, 
yelling as if they had a brigade at 
their heels. The Germans let go 
a burst of rifle fire and a bullet 
went through uati’s open mouth 
and out his cheek. A grenade burst 
between the two men at his heels, 
but didn’t harm them. After that 
it was hand-to-hand work. It end- 
ed with six -Boches dead, and five 
taken prisoners, Sgt. Touati 
has been recommended for the 
Croix de Guerre with palm and 


the British » commander in thi 
area has also recommended him 
for a British decoration. 

I have just come back from a 
tour of the French front and have 
heard many such stories. I want- 
ed to get for The Stars and 
Stripes readers at first hand the 
answer to many questions about 
the French Army in North Africa. 

One is frequently asked, for in- 
stance, "Do the French want to 
fight?” "Do they care who wins 
the war?” "Will they hold up their 
end of the front?” 

Well, Sgt. Touati is one answer. 
It is an answer typical of the 
whole French Army from Gen. 
Juin, commander - in - chief of 
ground forces, down to the last 
camel trooper in the desert. I 
wish every American soldier could 
have seen the hard flashing eyes 
of Gen. Juin as he told me that 
the North African Army never had 
a chance to fight the Germans 
and never had accepted the idea 
of defeat. All through the period 
following the Armistice they were 
waiting and planning for the day 
when they could get their revenge. 

The French Army went on @& 
war footing ,along the Tunisian 
front immediately after our ar- 
rival. They began to fight and 
have been fighting ever since. 
Their casualties have been heavy 
—very heavy in proportion to the 
number of croops engaged-—be- 
cause they were 0 flesh 





(Continued on Page 8) 
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° Boy Gunner - ‘Where's Otto? Trolley Trouble . Ghost Ship 
Ration Progr am A SOUTHEASTERN AIR FIELD|-- MILWAUKEE, Wis.—Mrs. Ver-| CLEVELAND—A streetcar con-| MEMPHIS, Tenn.—Even Lt. R. 
—Albert E. ona Blessinger, operator of a ta-| ductor, William fired a/C. Ulmer cou'’d not explain the 


Turns Pennies 


To Coated Steel 


WASHINGTON — Rationing is 
making further inroads on 


has always had. 


Although the public will have 
15,000,00 more of durable 
shoes to wear this year, the overall 
peoduction will be cut by 100,000,- 
000 pairs and any but the plainest 
styles will be unobtainable. 

No more gilt-decorated evening 
slippers for the girls willbe pro- 
duced, and male fops wi ave to 
go without such fancy jobs as 
suede shoes and mocassins. 


With copper rated as a highly 
essential metal, American pennies 
will be made of steel, coated with 
zinc. The coin will resemble a 
large dime. Treasury officials an- 
swered complaints about the simi- 
larity to dimes by saying that the 
new pennies would soon turn black. 


Smokers will find that their 
matches will be shorter from one 
sixteenth to one quarter of an 
inch. The shortening of the 500 
billion matches made annually in 
the United States is expected to 
save at least 7,000,000 board feet 
of lumber each year. 


Some bad news to the civilian 
population came when it was an- 
nounced thet meats, butter, mar- 
gerine, cheese and cooking fats 
and oils would be put under points 
for retioning about April 1, but 
the blow was softened later when 
price ceilings on all of the 66 prin- 
ciple cuts of pork were established. 


Tire rationing will be at least 
as severe as at the present until 
midsummer 1944, according to Wil- 
liam H. Jeffers, rubber director. 
He said that the 11,000,000 tires 
collected in a used tire drive, plus 
@ small stock of new tires, would 
provide only one-half of one tire 
for each car now operating. By the 
fall of 1944, Mr. Jeffers said, Amer- 
ica should, be over the hump in 
the production of synthetic rubber. 
By that time we may also have re- 
captured some of the rubber pro- 
ducing plantations of Java and 
Malaya. 





Suicide In Bar 
CHICAGO, Ill—Arthur Wieland, 
30, set yd empty poison bottle on a 


L » Suspecting a petty quarrel, 
ordered him to leave. Wieland went 
to enother saloon a few doors 
away, collapsed and died. 





False Alarm 

TOLEDO, Ohio—Bus driver Mary 
Lou Lyons sideswiped a fire alarm 
bor and knocked it from the 
standard. A short circuit resulted 
and all the fire apparatus came 
roaring into the area. Patrolmen 
William Lewand and Clyde Gilley, 
who straightened up the boz, said 
that Mary Lou disappeared im- 
mediately aijer the crash, appar- 
ently frightened when she saw ail 
the fire engines approaching. 


Mercy Flight 

DENVER —A Flying Fortress 
was lent by the American Air 
Foree to carry Pvt. William Kotze, 
of Milwaukee, Wis., from Fort Ri- 
ley, Kan., to a hospital here. Army 
doctors had started to remove a 
steel splinter from his eye when 
they discovered that the magnet 
used for the operation wasn’t 
strong enough. The appeal~- was 
made to the Air Force and Kotze 
was brought here in time to save 
the sight of the eye. 


Dope 

SEATTLE, Wash.—Police 
Bruce Jordan and Patrolmen B. M. 
Hull and J. K. Weedein arrested a 
dope peddier suspect, Wang Park 
Shong, following a month's investi- 
gation. They disclosed that Wang 
was carrying a package containing 
175 bundles of opium, valued at 
more than 1.100 dollars. Jordan 
said he believed that the opium 
came from Mexico. 








vern, asked an ingratiating hang- 
er-on named Otto, to run to the 
State Bank and cash 250 dollars 
in payroll checks that she'd col- 
lected from customers the previous 
evening. Amiable Otto consented 
and lejt the tavern for the bank. 
When Otto hadn't returned sever- 
al hours later, Mrs. Blessinger be- 
came suspicious and called the 
police. After a check-up, they told 
her that Otto had completed halj 
his mission. He'd cashed the checks 
and disappeared. Mrs. Blessinger 
mournfully, said: “All I know about 
him is that his name is Otto.” 





Migration Of Cars 
Aids War Workers 


NEW YORK—tThe rationing of 
gasoline on the eastern seaboa 

has started mass migration of cars 
to the west coast, 


The dealers buy the cars and 
then offer the opportunity of driv- 
ing west for only the price of the 
gas and oil. They report that the 
pian not. only takes the cars off 
the congested eastern markets but 
also aids war workers and soldiers 
returning from furloughs to make 
the cross country run. 

On arrival, the cars are easily 
sold to workers in the growing de- 
fense plants. The drivers—40 per- 
cent military personnel and 60 
percent potential war workers and 
families—are given’ class "C” ra- 
tion books, allowing them 288 gal- 
lons of gas for the trip. 


Vendor Dies 


WASHINGTON — Steve Vasila- 
kos, who sold peanuts outside the 
White House for 37 years and ad- 
ded bonds to his wares last Octo- 
ber, died yesterday at 58. Steve 
was a friend of seven presidents 








Sgt.|and the White House often helped 


him when the police sought to re- 
move his stand as a traffic men- 
ace, 





Removes Restrictions 

HARTFORD, Conn.—Governor 
Raymond E. Baldwin removed re- 
strictions on the number of hours 
women may work in war plants. 


22 caliber automatic in an attempt 
te subdue a ee ae es 
trolley, wounding one youth in 
head. Detectives said that Percival 
fired the shot after six or seven 
mgers would not pay their 
ares and "apparently intimidated” 





War Planes 


WASHINGTON—Some of Ameri- 
ca's latest warplanes were put 
through their paces last week for 
a@ group of journalists and 50 aero- 
nautical experts. 

A wingless helicopter, which 
rose in a dead straight line and 
slowly descended to the same spot, 
as though it had been pulled by 
@ string, was one of the features. 

The new Voight Corsair. of 
which some of the details are still 
secret, was unveiled before the 


rd| gathering. The plane is already in 
Solomons 


action in the and has 


to| proven its superiority over its Jap 


opponents, It is driven by a double 
air-cooled engine developing 2,000 
wer. The wingspan is 37 
feet, length 30 feet and the huge 
airscrew is 12 feet in diameter. 
Frederick Rentschler, president 
of United Aircraft, said after the 
Gemonstration: "Today we have air 
ond water-cooled engines of 2,000 
horsepoWer. We are in a position 
to build them in larger quantities 
than any foreign power and so as- 
sure our mastery of the air.” 


Sergeants In Soup 
NEWARK, N. J.—Army mess 
sergeant Clyde J. Mellard, of Oris- 
kany Falls, N. Y., and Isadore No- 
vik, of Paterson, N. Y., were ar- 
rested by the F. B. I. last month 


after they allegedly stole food from cently 


a camp commissary. The food was 
taken in order that they might 
"get in solid” with a New Bruns- 
wick, N. J. tavern keeper, whose 
daughters the two soldiers were 
courting. . 


More Readers 





daily 
the 
reached an all time 

record high witha total of 44,492,- 
836 for last year. According to N. 
W. Ayer and Sons, this is an in- 
crease of more than 2,000,000 above 





that of 1941, 


flight of his "ghost ship” which 
flew 2,000 miles i into a 
Mexican mountain after the crew 
of six and two passengers bailed 
out near the Florida coast. 
When the four-motored Libera- 


and Lt. Bernard A. Brannon, were 


missing. 

All Lt. Ulmer could say about 
one of the freakish feats in avia- 
tion was: "It must have been 
Gremlins but whatever it was, # 
certainly beats all hell.” 


Clever Cops 

NEW YORK—Police said «4 
clever ruse led to the conjessiog 
of an ex-convict, Louis Mongang 
42, to stealing gasoline ratios 
books, representing 10,000,000 gal- 
lons, from the Long Island — 
30 


OPA office. A radio played 

music while Mongano was being 
questioned at police headquarters, 
A commentators voice— a policee 
man’s voice to be exact—intere 
rupted the program, telling a har- 
rowing tale of American troops dy- 
ing because they lacked gasoline 
to bring up reinforcements. Mone- 
gano, unable to stand the news, 


Mongano’s apartment, 


Love Lessons 


NEW YORK—Parents, wives and 
sweethearts of soldiers have been 





E 


infpassioned 
last century by 


Robert Browning, the poet, to his 
wife, Elizabeth Barrett Browning. 


How? 
NEW YORK—A current best-sel- 
ler "How To Get A Commission,” 


written by Pvt. Bernard Galkin, 
is causing much favorable com- 








Wallace Demands End 
To Nazi School System 


Prussian, Nazi Educators More Dangerous 
Than Officers, Says Vice - President 


DELAWARE, Ohio—Vice-Presi- 
dent.Henry A. Wallace, in a \wide- 
ly hailed speech before a religious 
gathering here, warned Germany 
that in the peace to come the vic- 
torious Allies would see to it that 
the German educational system 
was changed. 

"Germans by blood are neither 
better nor worse than Englishmen, 
Americans, Swedes, Poles or Rus- 
sians,” the Vice President said, 
"but the Prussian tradition of the 
last century and especially the Nazi 
education of~ the last ten years, 
have created a psychic entity so 
monstrous and so dangerous to the 
entire world that it is absolutely 
vital to exercise some control over 
German education when the war 
comes’ to an end. 

"Prussian school-masters have 
been of greater importance to the 
German Army than Prussian ctap- 
tains, and Prussian textbooks have 
had greater value than ammuni- 
tion. It is the disciplined will to 
power and the worship of war as. 
the method of power that have 
made the German Army such a 
terrible instrument of force. 

"Just as Hitler took the Prus- 
sian military tradition and or- 


the millions of German boys and 
girls behind his evil conspiracy of 
world conquest. Hitler's children 
have been trained to believe im- 
plicitly that the state is more im- 
portant than the individual, and 
that the individual must be will- 


and for the Fuehrer. Start- 
ing with the young mothers and 
fathers, or 

and taking the children 





has indoctrinated the German 
children with what he calls his 
leadership principle—that among 
man as in nature there is an 
eternal struggle between the weak 
and the strong, and that the ’de- 
cadent’ democracies are destined 
to crumble before the superior 
might of the Nazi Elite. 

"German boys have been syste- 
matically trained in _ brutality. 
German girls have been systemati- 
cally trained to believe that their 
supreme duty is to be mothers, 


both boys and girls have been 
trained to upon Hitler as 
divine and pray to him as 


cause many of Hitler's children, 
conditioned as they are, will .be- 
lieve that ts still their leader, 
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THIS IS JANE RUSSELL, the girl who 






Sepa So 


a furer when she was starred in ’The 


Hays Office and other censers complained that “She wore too few . 
cemplaints from the Army. We have none ourselves. 














that if the United States and 





el 
i? 
i 
p 


BF 

i 
[ 
‘ 
ag 








Friday, March 12, 1943 THE 


STARS AND 


STRIPES 


Page 3 











A|nonu Re-elected 
Turks President: 


America Pleased] Serious 


Goebbels Admits 


Damage 





BERLIN, March 9—Dr. Paul 
Joseph Goebbels admitted over the 
radio today that casualties of the 
latest big RAF raid on the Ger- 
man capital amounted to 486 dead 
and 875 seriously wounded. As if 
to emphasize the Propaganda Min- 
ister’s new tactics of publicly paint- 
ing dark and gloomy pictures of 


OW! Official Calls 
Turkey Essential 
To Peace Plans 


ANKARA—Ismet Inonu, who has 
beet President of Turkey for the 





fast four yoarerand who was Be-lthe "Reich's “pug, “ Gocdbes 
- , Presi- | moaned: 


spreading terror among the civil- 
ians, placed extraordinary tasks be- 
ore the people of Berlin. The ex- 
tent of damage is immense. All 
available forces are being used to 
repair damage, and will continue 
to be so used . 


dency this week. 

Inonu was the right-hand man 
of the late Kamal Ataturk during 
the first crucial 15 years of the 
establishment of the Turkish Re- 
public following World War I. He 
was then known -simply as Ismet 
Pasha, but he took the name of 


who once said that the defenses 
of Berlin were so strong no enemy 
could penetrate them, but today 
he too admitted that the “effects 
of this latest British attack have 
been considerable.” % 

"For several hours the capital 
lackec gas and electric services,” 
continued Goering. "The number 
of homes destroyed was so great 
that we had to go to the immedi- 
ate aid of the civilian population. 
The English wanted to take re- 
venge for the many powerful raids 
we have made on their country. 
Our turn will come soon; at the 
moment, however, it is necessary 
for us to care for the new victims 
of this latest terrorist act.” 





Congressional Approval 


Of Lease-Lend Renewal 
Seen — With Changes 


Hot Debates On Post -War Use Of Airbases 
Greater Aid To China And Change 
Of Name To ‘War Supply Act’ 


»™ 
v— 


With the House of Representa- 
; tives approving the measure by a 
vote of 407 to 6, the renewal! ot 
the lease-lend act, with amend- 


U. S. Needs 5-Ocean 
ments, seemed certain. The bill for 


Navy, Knox Declares fhe renewal wil now go te the 


WASHINGTON, March 9—Frank | Senate and then to the President 
Knox, Secretary of the Navy, in for final approval. The present 
his annual report to President lease-lend act expires in July. 
Roosevelt, said the United States|, Amendments likely to be offered 
could no longer be satisfied with | imvolve the percentage of aid to 








Inonu when Ataturk decreed that 
all Turks, contrary to Moslem 
ractice, should have a last name. 

u was the scene of a battle in 
which the President, commanding 
an army against the Greeks, was 
victorious. 

Turkey, one of the.few neutral 
countries left in Europe and Asia, 
has consistently leaned toward the 
Allied cause. Last week a mild to- 
do was made of the fact that 
Prime Minister Saracoglu dined 
publicly with the Russian, British 
and American Ambassadors. Also 
significant was the recent visit to 
Turkey of Prime Minister Winston 
Churchill, 


the days following, the people 
showed an attitude worthy of 
est praise. Our enemies think that 
they can subdue us by these cow- 
ardly attacks. They claim that the 
people of 
what the people of London stood. 
Your attitude has proven and will 
continue to prove in the future, 
if 
of 
German Reich.” 

man propaganda line of admitting 
damage was Air Marshal Hermann‘ 
Goering, the No. 2 Nazi. It was he 


"During the attack itself, and in 

LONDON—Last Friday night’s 
raid on Essen, site of the famous 
Krupp Works, was one of this war's 
heaviest Allied Air Force blows on 
Germany’s war effort. Photo- 
graphs brought back by RAF re- 
connaissance planes show 13 
Krupp buildings completely de- 
stroyed and 14 others, mostly in 
the steel works, severely damaged. 
The damaged buildings covered an 
area of 136,000 square yards. At the 
gasworks three and one-half acres 
have been severely damaged and 
a direct hit was made on the Essen 
power station. 


high- 


Berlin cannot stand 


necessary, that Berlin is worthy 
being the capital of the greater 


Also falling into the new Ger- 








a mere two-ocean Navy, but had} ¢ sent to China. There is a strong 

feeling in ‘some sections of Con- 
gress that at least 10 percent of 
our lease-lend material should be 
earmarked for China's aid. An at- 
tempt may be made to write such 
a provision into the bill. 

The main difficulty in aiding 
China is to get the material there. 
Most munitions have to be flown 
over. the Himalayas. A secondary 
route is over a new road between 
Assam, through a corner of Thi- 
bet. to western China. 

Another debate will probably 
ensue over the use of airfields es- 
tablished abroad for war purposes. 
Some members of Congress (no- 
tably Clare Luce, wife of Henry 


to plan on a Navy which could 
control the five oceans. Mr. Knox 
recalled that our entire naval pro- 
gram was to be completed in 1946 
or 1947, according to the original 
plans, but that the program was 
moving at such high speed that 
the entire five-ocean Navy will be 
activated before the end of 1945. 


Soviets Nearing 
Vyazma; Nazis 





Turkey has a defensive alliance 
with Great Britain. The late Ata- 
turk, whose policies are followed 
closely to this day, admired the 
parliamentary government of 
Great Britain and even once tried 
to initiate such a system of rule 
at Ankara. 

In Washington, Inonu’s re-elec- 

was the occasion for a speech 

y Robert B. Parker, Jr., a direc- 
tor in the U. 8. Office of War 


Sabotage Against Nazis 
Sweeps Through France 


Germans Rush, Two Storm Troop Regiments 

eerned,” Mr. Parker said, "neutral e ° ° 
Turkey is a powerful factor. Tur- To Paris; Danish Resistance Mounts 

key now has a well-trained army. 

The bravery and combat abilities 
= the Turkish soldier are legen- 
ary. 

"Today, under the wise direction 
of their great president, faithful 
to the traditions of the immortal 
Ataturk, the Turkish soldiers have 
received modern arms for modern 
war. You can be sure that any 
nation finding itself in combst 
with the Turks will discover itself 
face-to-face with a formidable 


enemy. 
“Turkey, will be extremely help- 
ful—one micht say indispensable— 
te the problems of reconstruction 
ane reorganization of Europe after 
war.” 


Crowds Panic In 





LONDON—Premier Pierre La-+ 


Pie ae cee eae 
RAF -Outscores 
Nazis In 1940 








battalions for service in Nazi Ger- 
many has caused a series of violent 
outbreaks throughout France in 
which an estimated 350 Germans 
-have been killed and 150 sabotage 
incidents have been reported. 
Marcel Deat, Laval’s right-hand 
man and hated stooge, escaped the WASHINGTON — nt RAP 
third attempt made on his life. ef Berlin yor: ry hm 
Four bullets fired at him in his} ye A ans Panag oo 
—-, ao ag the unknown Nazi bombing of London during 
The situation has become so! the blitzkrieg of 1940 by Paul 
serious that the Germans have | Schubert, American military an- 
rushed two more regiments of spe- alyst, writing in the Washington 
cial SS troops to Paris and have) Post 
erected barricades around British planes, Schubert said, fol- 
of German troops living there. lowed a much longer route from 
The open resentment of the their bases in Great Britain to 
French people has forced Laval, reach Nazi targets than the Luft- 
the Vichy collaborationist, to ex-| waffe were ever required to take 
tend the labor registration law an-| during their attack on England. 
yy A cases of resistance are D. eae Seaaene Demmherement 
the RAF dropped twice as much 
reported in Paris where a large explosive as the Germans used in 
German garage and other places gn eight of ten hour raid. Schu- 
have been set on fire. Twenty-four bert cited this fact as proof of im- 
Germans were killed in Lyons by proved technical progress which 
a bomb. Two troop trains ne@r had seemed impossible te aviators 
Brest collided, killing over 50 Ger-jtwo years ago. 
man officers. Brest itself was the He outl i nee & dit- 
scene of several violent incidents. ined rtan 
A hand grenade was thrown in a| ference in British and German 
movie theater when Hitler’s pic- | raiding methods. Germans raids in 
ture came to the screen 1940 were an element in the “war 
The sabotage list includes the f nerves,” and failed for two rea- 
:| explosion of ammunition train in| 59S: first, because British nerves 





ry _— of oe with the death 
.| 0 Nazi aboard. Bombs 
thrown in Lille killed over 20 Nazis.| most military objectives. Their 
when a new wave of active oppo-| Slightest 

sition to the Nazis developed. Some 
*| 13,000 Danes are said to have been 
iaent to prison there and approxi-| 
mately 45,000 men and women have | 
been shanghaied into labor bat-'expeditions over Germany, 
talions for work in Germany. |RAF obtained military results. 


The RAF raids, he added, were 
precise and systematic attacks 
ainst Nazi production and trans- 
rt centers. For each of —_ 








ted| shal Semyon Timoshenko’s forces pounds. It is 12 feet high and 








St ik i h R. Luce, publisher of Time) have 
ri e n u been insisting that some provision 
be made now to retain use of these 
fields after the war for commer- 
MOSCOW—While the Red Army cial purposes. It is argued that 
was dishing it out to the Germans the U. S., having spent time, 
on the central and northern money and effort to develop these 
fronts all last week, Soviet forces, bases, should be assured of their 
in the south were proving they use after the war. 
also could take it by withstanding; It is possible that the name of 
a 12-day mass assault by the Nazis/ the lend-lease bill will be changed 
in an effort to recapture Kharkov.|/to "War Supply Act” to empha- 
Vyazma, about 50 miles east of|size that the U. S. does not ex- 
Smolensk on the road back from/pect dollars and cents in return 
Moscow which Napoleon used in| for materials sent to the Allies. 
his retreat in 1812, was ringed by| Congress may also write into the 
a semi-circle of advancing Russian; new act a provision for the post- 
troops who were in some points! war establishment of island bases 
only 10 miles away from this im-|in the Pacific for the U. S. This 
portant hedge-hog position. amendment was introduced by 
In the South, the Wehrmacht Representative Warren Magnusan, 
demonstrated strikingly how it felt chairman of the house naval af- 
about the loss of the big base of} fairs committee, who disclosed that 
Kharkov when it poured approxi-' assurances had been received from 
mately 250,000 men, including crack China, Australia, New Zealand 
Panzer divisions, along a 130-mile and the Netherlands that they are 
front to the southwest -of the willing to collaborate with the U. 
Ukraine capital. S. in policing the Pacific area af- 
The position of the Red Army ter the defeat of Japan. 
troops was "still favorable” after —_———— 
almost two weeks of violent bat- . ° 
tles. The Russians admitted the Air Force Gives 
>. 
these gains have cost the Germans OK T H ! t 
20,000 men and over 660 tanks. 0 e icop er 
The Red Army’s biggest job in , 
of the Soviet forces’to check this airpl 
latest drive, Thaw has set in early| oe Miron ~ ayy * —— 
and should prove a handicap tO and sea forces. Tests have been 
further extensive motorized war- | Sufticiently successful to justify the 
sian victories on the central frent| ‘The helicopter is the first heavier 
was the capture of Schvesk, to the*than air craft to be radically dif- 
north of Vyazma. This town Was ferent from the standard airplane 
used by the Nazis as headquarters and yet to retain the airplane’s 
Troops, 
days of battling, reported the cap- flies forward, backward or hovers 
ture of 310 tanks. ‘at one spot. Low pressure floats 
The Wehrmacht is not disguis- permit its operation from land, 
ing its concern over the relentless water, snow, marshes or thin ice. 


evacuation of eight important 

nowhere was there any feeling but’)... announced the development of 
fare. ment of a production order 
for an armored division. Soviet stical aspects of military value. 
drive to the Baltic States by Mar-| The helicopter weighs 2,400 











towns west of Kharkov but said 

that of confidence in the ability . military helicopter which is a 
The most notable of the Rus- Pith the Vought-Sikorsky Co. 

t taking the city after three It rises and descends vertically, 


in the Lake Illmen region. Here accommodates two crewmen. It 
the Russians were approaching does not have a conventional pro- 
Staria-Russa, a key salient which peller. Both the lift and the pro- 
would virtually straighten out the pulsion is provided by 36 foot 
Soviet line from Novogrod in the, es operating horizontally atop 
north to Velikie Lukie, northwest| the wingless fuselage. A smaller 
of Smolensk. If this drive achieves; rotor operates on the tail. 

even fair success, the whole of the} This aircraft can not stall. If 
German Army in the North around| the motor fails, the helicopter 
Leningrad will be in danger. ‘merely windmills to the ground. 
































MY TENT MATES TOLO mE 
THAT IF THE LADY IN THIS 


IN THIS AREA,I HAVE 
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"The Size Of The Army” 


(Continued 


from Page 1) 


of about 546. Making all allowances for error these figures certainly 


make our ground forces seem of 


very modest size in comparison.” 


"It is not the purpose of our military leaders to create a huge 


defensive army, awaiting in the 
uncertain opportunities for its u 


United States such unknown and 


se as may hereafter occur. Their 


plans are much more wise than that. The Army is being raised on 
the fundamental and correct theory that we shall at once take the 
offensive and seize a number of priceless opportunities which are 
already opening up for us to end the war as quickly as possible." 


"The training contemplated 


by this program for the individuals 


is a process covering a long time., The Germans think two years 
necessary for such training of their men. We believe that our men can 
do it in one year but that is a minimum. Furthermore, the recruits 
are not all taken into the Army at the same time’ and all graduated 
at the same time. Such a method would be impossible for any country, 
even one as rich and powerful as the United States. And furthermore 
it would not meet the changing requirements of war, It would be too 


rigid and inflexible.” 


"The whole process of training takes at least a year. If you 
interrupt the steady flow of entrants to the schools in March, 1943, 
the effect of this break will be produced a year later and then, if 
it proves a mistake, can not be corrected for at least another year.” 


"Just as our present offensives are being carried out by men 
who have been through a year’s training, the men now being brought 


into the Army are to be trained 
main object is to continuously b 


for campaigns a year ahead. Our 
uild up a force which will strike 


“without interruption and with cumulative effect. That purpose can 
be thwarted by a mistake made now.” ' 





Parlez-vous Francais? 





LESSON XIII 


(Thirteenth in a series of Frenc 


h lessons prepared by the Special 


Services Section, NATOUSA.) 
The FUTURE of all Verbs is formed by adding to the INFINITIVE 


these terminations: ai, as, a, Ons, 
I shall give—je donnerai 

thou wilt give—tu donneras 

he will give—il donnera 

Here is the pronounciation: 

sher donn-er-eh 

tee donn-er-ah 

ill donn-er-ah 


ez, ont. 

we shall give—nous donnerons 
you will give—vOus donnerez 
they will give—ils denneront 


noo donn-er-rong 
voo donner-ecsh 
ils donn-er-rong 


The final E of RE Verbs is omitted when adding these terminations: 


(AVOIR adds them to AUR, and 
I shall sell—je vendrai 

(sher vahng-dreh) 
I shall finish—je finirai 

(sher fe-ne-reh) 


ETRE to SER; as, 
I shall have—j’aurai 
(shoh-reh) 
I shall be—je serai 
(sher s’reh) 


QUESTIONS and NEGATIONS are formed as in the other tenses: 


will he speak?—parlera-t-il? 
shall we finish —finirons-nous? 


He will be here tomorrow. 

We shall be there. 

I shall speak to his father. 

He, will sell his house. 

Will you have time tomorrow? 
We shall finish our lessons today. 


Where will they live? 
Will they not close the door? 


Today is the first of, March is it 


not? 
On what day was he here? 
He was here on Monday. 
When did you write to him? 
On the fifteenth of September. 


they will not have—ils n'auront pas 
» will she not be?—ne sera-t-elle 
s? 
fl sera ici demain (der-mang). 
Nous serons 1a 
Je parlerai a sn pére. 
Il vendra sa maison. 
. Aurez-vous le temps demain? 
— finirons n®s lecons aujourd’- 
ui. 
Ou demeureront-ils? 
Ne fermeront-ils pas la porte? 
C’est aujourd’hui le premier mars, 
n’est-ce pas? 
Quel jour était-il ici? 
Il était ici lundi. 
Quand lui avez-vous écrit? 
Le quinte septembre « 


(«) In expressing dates, TWO. THREE, etc..are used instead of 2nd, 


3rd, etc., the Ist 


(le premier) being the only exception. It is not 


_ customary to begin the names of days and months with a capital 


letter in French. 


The IMPERATIVE is the same as the PRESENT, except that the 
Fronouns VOUS, NOUS, TU are omitted, thus: 


speak—parlez 
sell—vendez 

let us speak—parions 
let us finish—finissons 


do not speak—ne parlez pas 

do not sell—ne vendez pas 

do not let us speak—ne parlons pas 
do not let us finish—ne finissons 


pas 


The IMPERATIVE of (to) have and (to) me is irregular, thus: 


have—ayez 
be—soyez 

let us have—ayons 

Do not speak to the waiter. 
Fill the glasses. 

Look at these pictures. 

Are they not pretty. 

Shut the window, if you please. 
Cut some bread, if you please. 


s let us be—s®yons 
have (thou) —aie 
be (thou) —sois 
Ne parlez pas au garcon. 
Remplissez les verres. 
Regardez ces tableaux. 
Ne sont-ils pas jolis. 
Fermez ia fenétre, s’il vous plait. 
Coupez du pain, s’‘il vous plait. 


WHAT? WHICH? are translated QUEL? if followed by the Verb TO 


BE and a NOUN: 
What is your ? 

Which are their friends? 
What will be the price? 


Quelle est v°tre opinion? 
Quels sont leurs ami‘? 
Quel sera le prix? 


WHICH? WHICH ONE? followed by OF are translated THE WHICH 
lesquelies, lesquels): : 


(lequel, laquelle, 
which of these ladies? 
which of these men sing? 


laquelle de ces dames? ; 
lesquels de ces hommes chantent 


By BEN DEAN x 

(Stars and Stripes Staff Writer) 

Having heard that there’s a de- 
partment of the U. S. Army in 
North” Africa that’s burning mid- 
night oil trying to straighten out 
a lot of trouble, this reporter last 
week decided to investigate. : 

You go to the fourth floor of a 
certain building in one North Af- 
rican city—and there, waist-deep 


in worry, are the members of the|™ 


U. S. Army Claims Commission. 

The Claims Commission has one 
job—collecting headaches. The ol- 
ficer-in-charge sits at a large desk 
with a big fat wad of francs, which 
he passes out, very discriminat- 
ingly, to smooth over the rough 
spots American soldiers ‘have left 
in their wake. Civilians come to 
him with claims against GI's for 
anything from a broken bicycle to 
a broken heart. There are small 
civilians who argue violently and 
big civilians who stay very quiet 
and merely roll the muscles of 
their arms. 


These Little Pigs 


Two days ago a civilian came 
in tearing his hair. He had a lot 
oi: sweet little pigs that myster- 
iously disappeared one day Sus- 
picious as all hell, the owner wan- 
cered into a mess hall of a near- 
by infantry unit and found his 
cute little pets sliding down GI 
gullets in the form of pork chops. 
Distressed, disconsolate, he wanted 
money in return for his pigs, iots 
and lots of money. 

After taking another headache 
powder, the claims officer care- 
fully investigated the case, dis- 
covered that the man had toid the 
absolute truth, but that he also 
happened to be an enemy alien 
and therefore had to get his money 
through civilian authorities, When 
the infantry unit heard about that, 
the hat was passed and gave the 
guy enough money to open a res- 
taurant, 

The officers are all old hands 
at the game. Lt. Col. Harry J. 
Frey was in the rent, requisitions 
and claims department in the last 
war for a full year after the arm- 
istice was signed. Maj. Dwight M. 
Talley was a claims agent for a 
transportation company in Akron, 
Ohio. Now he rides around the 
suburbs in a command car with 
a French ifterpreter and a wal- 
let-full of money trying to straigh- 
ten out claims. 

Bitter Wine 

He never knows what to expect. 
For example: 

Some very thirsty soldiers break 
into a wine cellar and walk off 
with a few cases of the old grape. 
The owner complains to the may- 
or, the mayor compiains to Gen. 
Eisenhower and the general] calis 
Col. Mastm G. White, chief claims 
officer, and says: ‘For God's sake, 
find those soldiers—those wine bot- 
tles they stole are full of sulphur- 
ic acid!” So everybody forgets the 
claim and hunts the guys. 

Every once in a while tne Claims 
Commission comes out with some 
suggestions and warnings. One of 
the recent ones was, “Please, don't 
throw cigarettes from your convoy 
ruck.” This was the result of an 
accident involving a motorcycle 
dispatch rider who was ordered to 
go from the rear to the head of 
the convoy and on the way ran 
into two Arabs who had dashed 
into the road to pick up cigarette 
butts soldiers had thrown out of 
their truck. 

Some owner even put in a claim 
against the Yanks who shot their 
guns in the air and frightened 
away his Arab helpers. The help- 
ers still haven't come back. 


That Bicycle 


Lowest claim ever paid was 27 
franes dished out to a French girl 
whose Bicycle was damaged by an 
Army truck. Slightly more expen- 
sive was a ride two soldiers took 
in a car they “borrowed” from a 
mayor. Probably nothing would 
have happened had not the car got 
off the road and rolled down the 
side of a deep ravine. The Claims 
Commission paid off the mayor, 
but for the next generation or 80, 
the two soldiers will have a nice 
slice out of thejr monthly pay 
sent to the Claims Commision. 

They've got a helluva lot of these 
claims—almost 3,000 of them so 
far. Each one’s enough to give a 
normal guy the meemies. But the 
Claims Commission, remember, is 
supernormal, It may cost Uncle 
Sam a lot of money to keep every- 
body happy, but the Claims 
figure the good-will is 
worth it 
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By RALPH 


SOMEWHERE ON THE TUNIS- 
IAN FRONT—They’re the biggest 
chowhounds in the world and the 
only time they'll really do their 
job is when the top sergeant makes 
love to them., 

He has to stroke them gently 
and whisper sweet nothings in 
their ears; he has to make sure 
their food is made just the way 
they like it; and anytime they have 
the slightest cold, he yanks them 
off duty and sends them to a 
specialist. And yet, they're draf- 
tees, just like anybody else. 

No, they're not related to Gen. 
Eisenhower—they're pigeons. 

Not just ordinary pigeons They 
include some of the fastest, fin- 
est-bred pigeons in the world. In 
peacetime, they accumulated all 
kinds of cups and trophies for the 
guys who owned them. Then. when 
war came, Signal Corps requisi- 
tioned them, gave them some spe- 
cialized Army training and de- 
veloped their homing instinct to 
such a point that, if their wings 
were shot off, they would walk 
home (and some have.) 

PIGEON HEROES 

During the last war, the Sgt. 
York of the pigeons was Cher Ami, 
who saved the Lost Battalion by 
bringing an SOS message to head- 
cuarters. Cher Ami went through 
heavy fire, had his leg shot off 
and held the message by his ten- 
dons alone. During this war, in 
a praciice flight here in North 
Africa, a bird named Lady Astor 
bids fair to emulate Cher Ami. 
She came home after being shot 
in three places, with a gash across 
the eye from craw to keel, a torn 
leg and half the feathers gone 
from one wing. 

The pigeons’ job is important. 
When Combined Operations, made 
that Dieppe raid, they sent the 
first news back to England by ;i- 
geons; when big bombers blast the 
hell out of a piece of Germany, 
they take pigeons with them, just 
in case; when some planes rescued 
a flying boat crew that. had -belly- 
flopped into the drink, drifting 
hundreds of miles from nowhere. 
credit went to a pigeon for deliv- 
ering the message; and now all 
along the Tunisian front, pigeons 
are being used where you can't use 
radios, where there are no radios. 

In charge of the front-line birds 
is Lt. Wendell Stratton, of Buf- 
falo, N. Y. Stratton, whose private 
pigeon collection is now serving 
the Army in New Caledonia, has 
nine enlisted men working with 
him. All of them really love their 
pigeons. They can tell in a minute 
if a bird is sick or tired or hungry. 
Each has his particular pet pi- 
geon which he can pick out of a 
flock in the air. He can call to it 
and it will come down and eat out 
of his hand. When a pigeon has 
had a hard flying day and is 
called on for an extra flight, it 
will do it, but only as a special 
favor to the guy who loves him. 


DELICATE ART 


In another part of North Africa 
there’s another platoon, 





These Draftees Work 
For Love, Not Money 


G. MARTIN « 


(Stars and Stripes Staff Writer) 


been separated from his mate om 
their wedding night. ’ 

A pigeon takes two days to lay 
her two eggs and it takes 18 more ~ 
days before the eggs incubate, Four 
weeks later the squabs are full 
grown, ready to start training. 
Distance from home is gradually 
lengthened until the birds can be 
let out almost anywhere and come 
straight home. Longest flight om 
record is 3,000 miles, made by a. 
bird from somewhere in South 
America all the way to Boston. 
There’s one thing pigeons won’t 
do, they won’t fly over large bodies 
of water. 

BIRDS GO AWOL 

On the boat coming over here, 
two pigeon coops were built on the 
ship’s bridge one month before 1t 
sailed so that the birds could get 
adjusted to it. But six of them 
didn’t get the idea and flew above 
the ship all the way across here 
and then went back with the ship 
to the States. An MP picked up 
the AWOL’ers at the dock and is 
holding them for court martial. 

Their average cruising speed is 
65 miles an hour and you’ve got 
to be good to be able to pick them 
off with a rifle. Flak is a much 
tougher thing for them to dodge. 
[Normal life span (during peace- 
time) rahges from 12 to 14 years. 
Oldest living pigeon known is 
Kaiser, an old fogey at 23, now 
living on a fat pension in the 
States. Kaiser is a German pigeon 
who was caught in the trenches 
in the last war and since then has 
bred some of our finest Army pi- 
geons, many of whom are now in 
North Africa playing against their 
pop’s home team. 

These 16-ounce birds, who eat 
their weight every week, have a 
special diet as constant as "C” ra- 
tions. They get small corn, green 
and maple peas, vetch (black 
beans), wheat, oats, canary seed, 
vitamins and , delicious cod liver 
oil. All this is tightly sealed in 
cans enclosed in tear gas which 
keeps the worms out. 

You can tell whether © they’re 
Reds, Splashes, Melies, Ticks or 
Grislies by their varied color pat- 
terns. But it’s much more difficult 
for the average layman to learn to 
tell the difference, quickly, be- 
tween cock and hen. Sometimes it 
takes as much as a year of con- 
stant observation. 

WORKING TOGETHER 

French and British and Ameri- 
can pigeon platoons here in North 
Africa are all working together, 
interchanging pigeons, baskets, 
equipment and trade secrets. When 
tthe first plane-load of pigeons was 
flown. up to the front, they all 
rested .comfortably in French- 
borrowed wicker baskets. They're 
so centered in the baskets (two in 


height, and land safely, suffering 
only slight jars. ‘n 
C) 


Incidentally, the name of 
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Flashes From The Front 


(Continued from Page 1) 


and 
it doesn’t matter who does 
bunch. 
‘re 


answered, away their ition, they received a hot volley of 
: ne in sen hollers "Hi, Joe,” the Yanks 
shut up, wait until they spot him and his comrades, and dose them 
all with @ load -of lead. e . 


WHILE THE FIGHT AT KASSERINE PASS was at its heighi, 
mail arrived for one of the outfits. Chaplain Louis Kines decided t 
a battle ought.not interfere with mail so he packed it right up to 
the front and delivered it to the boys under fire. Among the packages 

handsome fruitcake for a colonel who later was captured 
twice and eseaped both times. He has now exchanged his silver leave: 
for eagles . . . This same colonel was sometimes criticized by other 
high-ranking officers for being too close to his men, Well,” the colonel’s 
retort went, "They’re my - al * * 


WHAT YOU CAN DO if you've got to do it was told last week 
by a private in a heavy weapons company thdt met the Germans at 
Kasserine Pass. When the Axis and Allies come together, this private 
got separated from his unit ... and the farther the Germans 
advanced, the more separated he got. All he had with him was one 
Bible and a pocketful of English biscuits. He lived for 12 days behina 
the Nazi lines, eating biscuits and drinking water that came out of 
the ground through crevices in the rocks. He hid in the hills by day 
and slogged back to the Allied lines by night. When he finally reached 
his outfit, all he had with him was an overcoat and a ferocious 
appetite. He ate and then told the story of his travels to 200 men 
at mass, conducted by Father Kines. 

a > * 


OF ALL THE CAMELS who observe the fighting in Tunisia, the 
cne who causes the most attention is a sorrowful spectator the bofs 
call "Mushmouth.” He wears a purple sash tied to his tail, which 
makes him resemble a floral decoration for a funeral parlor. He likes 
to watch the fighting. e a 


THEY’D NEVER BELIEVE THIS back in the States but two 
of the most popular guys in one front sector: are a couple of GI 
dentists. They’ve made it known that they don’t care who wears 
the teeth, they'll fix them. So now Capt. Estes Blackburn, of Jackson. 
Miss., and Cart. Irving Cott, of Newark, N. J., are doing such a 
rush business that their work schedule looks like Hedy Lamarr’s 
datebook. Every day they get French colonials who bring presents 
of figs and. wine, Arabs who bring knives and trinkets and French- 
men who kiss cheeks, click heels and shake hands. Everybody is happy 
about the whole thing except their regular customers, the American 
soldiers, who still get that sad look on their faces when they look at 


- e oe 
ADD. STORIES OF PETS: This one is called the "Duke of Tu- 
nisia.” For seven of the eight weeks of his life, he’s n living up at 
the front with his boys, dodging bullets, diving into foxholes, listening 
to artillery fire, and coming through all of it without a scratch. But 
the first day he goes into a house, he falls off the bed and breaks 
his leg. *"Duke” is probably the only pup itn North Africa who limps. 

- > aos 


DURING ONE PARTICULAR BAD SPELL of bombing in Feriana, 
ene dispensary unit packed up and moved into some caves and treated 
the wounded in the ruins of an old’ Roman bath, using candles for 
light. Maj. Stephen De-Mater, of Cleveland, used to be an obstetrician 
and Capt. Octavius Capriotti, of Colmar, Pa., was formerly an eye 
specialist. Now they’re specialists. in everything from athlete’s foot to 
candruff. 

a *- e 


ONE OF THE HIGHEST-PAID PRIVATES in the Army is Pfc. 
Percy D. Potter, veteran of the first World War and papa of his 
Lrood of 12 young Potters. Percy receives 180 dollars per month as 
base pay to support his young and himself. 

~ ae * 

A GI WHO CLAIMS to be the original "V_ for Victory” kid is 
Sgt. Verdun Tritch, of Middletown, Pa. Tritch, who is attached to a 
troop carrier group, has six sisters and five brothers whose first 
rames begin with the -letter V: Veda, Virginia, Vondena, Vivian, 
Vincetta, Velma, Vere, Vernon, Veon, Vincent and Victor. 


. ® dentist's drill. 
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on Broadway in January. 
Sgt. JOSEPH W. MOAN 


Poor Pvt. Mojeiko 
Dear Editor: 

Re: The letter of one Pvt. Harry 
Mojeiko as printed in the Mail 
Call column of the Feb. 24 issue. 

Our heart bleeds for him! Please 
present’ one T. S. ticket to poor 
Harry on our behalf! Also tell 
him .our Chaplain will be glad to 
console him and furnish him with 
eggs for his beer! 

Or perhaps some Chaplain at 
his station can locate a sympa- 
thetic WAAC upon whose should- 
er he can weep! 

Cpl. JIM LAWRIE 


” Laughing Stock” 
Dear Editor: . 

First, speaking for myself I do 
not give a damn if I never see an- 
other issue of your stupid rag. A 
newspaper sponsored by the Army 
should represent the Army and the 
men in it, not a crowd of base and 
service troops who can hardly be 
classified as soldiers. For your in- 
formation, the bulk of the Army 
is comprised of combat troops, i. e. 
soldiers. 

I suggest you cut out stuff about 
how hard it is to take a bath in 
Oran or Algiers. To a man who 
had one gallon of water per day 
for all purposes; it sounds asinine. 

Nix on those phoney stories 
about visiting the “front”; you 
seem to think “front” is bomber 
range. Forget that ice cream twice 
a week stuff, You would be damned 
lucky to get C rations here, 

Kick those insipid. reporters out 
of Algiers, give ‘em three blankets 
and a shelter half and send them 
up front to write front line 
stories. You have a lot of work to 
do because right now, it is my 
opinion that The Stars and Stripes 
is the laughing stock of the Army. 

Capt. ROBERT W. BLAKE 





History Lesson 

Dear Editor: . 

Referring to an article entitled 
"Where Old Romans Scrubbed 
GI’s Now Clean Their Hides,” 
which appeared in the Feb. 17 is- 
sue, kindly remind the writer, Mil- 
ton Lehman, that the Romans 
could not have been bathing at 
Youks in 2,000 BC simply because 
Rome was unheard of until about 
700 BC. It could not be 200 BC, 
either, for at that time the Rom- 
ans were just about the end of 
the second round of the struggle 
with Carthage, and the latter was 
not completely destroyed until 146 
BC. Consequently, 200 AD would 
probably be the correct date. 

Always glad to pick on you, 

Cpl. FRANK DI TORE 

Sgt. Milton Lehman is hereby 
assigned to brush up on his an- 
cient history—Editor. 





Shoe Advertisement 
Dear Editor: 

In regards to your issue of Feb. 
10, I wish to draw your attention 
to the obituary of the late Alex- 
ander Woollcott. Of all the blund- 
ering, clumsy and mismanaged 
pieces of publishing, I think that 
that takes the cake. Not only was 
Mr. Woollcott the most widely 
known critic and journalist but as 
Sgt. Woollcott of the old Stars and 
Stripes, his obituary should have 
made headlines. 

It was indeed a surprise to me 
to hear of Mr. Woollcott’s death 
and if my attention had not been 
drawn to it by a friend it would 
have passed unnoticed by myself. 
The notice itself was small enough 
and would hardly attract the at- 
tention of one very easily. Then 
on: top of that the notice was rele- 
gated to page three like a shoe 
advertisement. In fact whole 


it Happened Af Home 


From The Police Blotter .. . 


because three years ago, when the prince was booked on the same 
charge, he told the , "I can- make you disappear.” The judge 
replied, "I can make you disappear, too.”"—and sent the turbaned 


truck. Later, he politely returned the truck . . . In Paterson, N. J. 

to reported that his. wife, mother of his nine children, 
was missing. Police found her, plus another eight-pound Statuto, in 
a local hospital. 


. «fe . 

Highly Classified .. . 
Advertisements collected from newspapers by Lockwood Burr and 
ted in The Reader’s Digest: A young gentleman, on the point of 
ing married is desirous of meeting a man Of experience whe will 
dissuade him from stich a step ... An exquisite cow for sale! Refine- 
ment vividiy stamped on her face. Eyes expressive of robust health. 
Her back and tail outdo the grandeur of ancient Greek architecture. 
Her limbs are fashioned with a superbness which strikes awe. Soft 
and alluring, her form is a vehicle of quality, worth and beauty. Her 
personality is hospitable. Born and reared in the romantic meadows 
of Rotherwood ... If James Morrison, who 22 years ago basely 
deserted his penniless wife and infant son, Michael, will return home. 
Mike will take pleasure in knocking the hell out of him . . . Found— 
a lady's purse in my car while parked. Owner can have same by 
describing the same and paying for this ad. If owner can satisfactorily 
explain to my wife how purse got into my car, will pay for ad myself. 


Of All Places ... 


All males taking Army physicals strip down, but a hospital in 
Cincinnati makes only this request of the WAAC’s, "Please remove 
lipstick and chewing gum.” . .. When a manufacturing concern 
advertised for human hair to be used in delicate weather instruments, 
Mrs. Grace Proeshaw, Of San Diego, Cal., dug up 24-inch tresses that 
she had cut in 1925. Now she is the proud p®ssessor of a certificate 
recognizing her contribution to the war effort ... The Chamber of 
Commerce, of Blue Field, W. Va., advertised for a safe cracker after 
a salvage drive netted a 50-ton safe that the owners would not part 
with until opened ... A young woman entered the editorial offices of 
the Tribune in Great Falls, Mont., and calmly disrobed. The staff 
called the police, who wrapped her in a ‘blanket and took her to the 
Station. There she claimed that she had mistaken the newspaper offices 
for a hotel room. She was booked on a charge of drunkenness . . . James 
McClanahan, jeweler in Akron, Ohio, insured Adolph Hitler for 100 
dollars against blitz, windstorm, tornados, fire,, riot, civil commotion, 
collapsing bridges and overturning vehicles. Hitler is McClanahan’s 
mule ... When Mrs. Claude Bowers, of Seattle, Wash., was divorced, 
she demanded and received the sole custody of the 78 cans of food in 
the pantry ... A six-point bull moose charged the truck driven by 
Glen Richardson, of Salmon, Idaho, and stopped it cold. Later the 
moose broke its neck when it tackled a five-ton snowplow .. . In Des 
Moines, Iowa, Judge Don Allen sentenced Catherine O'Brien to 76 
days in jail after the 113-pound girl scratched and bit six policemen 
so severely that several of them had to go to the hospital. 


From Broadway to Hollywood... 


Girls at Hunter College, New York, may wear slacks but Dean 
Hannah Egan reminds them, "At Hunter, we lean toward good taste.” 
T:.¢ girls agree that this is a more logical viewpoint than that at 
Louisiana State University where only the girls with the most shapely 
figures may wear them . . . Madeline Carroll took the Cath of citizen- 
ship on her 37th birthday. Madeline, who was ence voted the "woman 
I would most like being marooned with,” has given up her movie 
work for the duration and is now national entertainment director for 
the Merchant Marine .. . Grover Whalen, former police commissioner 
of New York City anda president of the New York World's Fair, has 
made the supreme sacrifice to the war effort. He will not wear a 
lapel gardenia for the duration. He was recently sworn in as chairman 
of the New York Civilian Volunteer office . . . John Collura, of New 
York, went to jail for three years after he refused to join the Army 
unless medical authorities gave him a written asSurance that they 
would not inject any serums in him. A vegetarian, he said that he 
"led a hygienic life and didn’t want his clean body infested with 
poisonous serums.” . .. Army medics rejected Stephen Crane, ex- 
husband of Lana Turner, when he tried to join the Army after re- 
covering from an over-dose of sleeping pills taken when Lana refused 
tc re-marry him .. . Twe plays dominate the contest for the Pulitzer 
prize—Maxwell Anderson’s "The Eve of St. Mark” and Sgt. Sidney 


}| Kingsley’s "The Patriots.” Each is convinced that the other will win 


the prize so each has bet 500 dollars on the other. Whoever wins will 
be 500 dollars ahead because the prize is 1,000 dollars . . . When 
cynics commented that stage and film stars entertaining troops over- 
seas were doing so for personal publicity, Dorothy Kilgallen, New 
York columnist, drew attention to the death of Tamara Swann in 
a recent plane crash and said: "When you're starring in the obituaries, 
you're getting publicity the hard way.” 


GI - pea she's the sweetest little 
gal, 
From Casablanca to Tripoli, she's 
every soldier's pal, 

bon-bon, 


She'll never ask for 

chawkalat or cigarette, 

And there ain't a GI livin’ with 

whom she wouldn't pet. 

GI Jennie, never saw a Cadillac, 

Just take her out a’ridin’ on a 

dromedary’s back; 

You can bet your bottom dollar 

you'll never spend a sou, 

If you get GI Jennie to go steppin’ 

out with you. . 
—Cpl. GERALD SIKORSKAS 





THAT LETTER FROM 


HOME 

Up every morning with the whistle 
at seven, 

Hours in my sack add up to elev- 


en. 
Yank hug my shoes—don’t use a 


com 
(Life would be dreary without 
word from Home!) 


Down to the chowline, messkit a- 


clangin’, 
fied | Formation, workcall—poundin’ and 
bangin’ 








‘| "Well, if yer knows of a better ’ole, go to it!” 


that oO: important news| ¥ 
Oe ee race's cb uk 00 Page 1] Maven-thcty, hash again-—how 
Stars and Stripes—E .) awful 





AEA MM a 
AAG Rh 
GI JENNIE (But that letter from home, ter- 


ribly inspiresome!) 


Horseshoes ’til one, on the line 
until five; 

More stew, more hash—we still 
stay alive! 

Back to the horseshoes, BBC at 


seven, 
Al about Churchill, Lyttleton and 
Bevin. : 


Shave once a week, bathe every 
two; 

Seven-thirty, eleven-thirty—hash, 
beans and stew! 

Air raids and whistles—no thought 
of vacation— 

(But that letter from Home— 
that’s my inspiration!) 


And so on it goes, same thing 
every day; 

Enough to go whacky on, turn 
your hair grey, 

And give you a reason for writ- 
ing a poem— 

(I'm goin’ nuts—where is THAT 
LETTER FROM HOME?) 

«—Ist Lt. EDWARD RUPP 


NIGHT IN AFRICA 
The night is cold and dark, 
My bed is nice and warm; 
When all of a sudden, hark! 


‘Tis the Air Raid . 
—Pvt. E. PFALZ 





Sone 
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MEET THE FLYING NURSES 










25 - NURSES - 


the present grout 
candidates. All of 


25—Forming the first American unit of flying nurse’, thses 25 second looeys, most of 
them ex-airline hostesses, are anxious tO hold your hand, but only if you’re wounded. They'll supplement 
up of flying male medics, who travel back and forth to the front with a gh 


them expect to be stuck out at some frontline airfield in the near future, 


for the weather to clear up. Chief Nurse Ist Lt. Catherine Grogan, of Columbus, Ohio ee 
own bedroll}, "We're all prepared to rough it.” They’re not kidding. 








Blessed 


Events 
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Everyone from to to Dag- 
gett has received a y this week. 
The Red Cross is as happy about 
it as they can be. Here they are: 

Cpl. Albert Obligate, son born 
Jan. 16, tf he, sends love; Cpl. Roc- 
ce Proscia, “Loretta born Dec. 20; 
Capt. David C. Haight, 0-388004, son 
born Feb. 26; Pvt. Joseph McGovern, 
32306175, daughter born Feb. 26; Lt. 
Richard Templeton, son born Jan. 
2; Pvt. Leroy Denner, 33315342, 
daughter born Jan. 23; Lt. Kalther 
K. Klammer, 0-503086, daughter born 
Jan. 16. 

Capt. B. Reiter, Bryant Reynolds 
born Feb. 1; Corp, Rinaldi, 
daughter born Feb. 8; John Q: John- 
sten, Jay Walter born Feb. 27; Pfc. 
Charles J. Hall, 20716309, son born 
Feb. 28; Sgt. Mylon Wengrin, Ann 
Marlene born Nov. 10; Lt. Henry L. 
Adams, 0-564898, daughter born Feb. 
21; Lt. Eugene Vanderbilt, Barbara 
Jean born Feb. 20; Capt. William G. 
Michaets, son born Feb. 28. 

Pvt. Harry Lazar, daughter born 
Feb. 12; Pvt. Hugo Decao, baby born; 
Pvt, William T. Hogae, William 
Thomas born Jan, @l6; Lt. Irie E. 
Carniey, 0-789681, son born; Lt. Hugh 
G. Malloy, 0-485188, son born’ Feb. 
28; Capt. Henry Stokes Monroe, 0- 


Kupiec, daughter born; Capt. Roland 
E. Lapointe, 0-402789, son born March 
3; Capt. Anthony i. Leviero, daugh- 
ter bern Feb. 16, mother and daugh- 
ter doing well. 

Cpl. Pasquale Savoia, Judith born, 
Feb. 7; Lt. Marcellus C_ Hughes, 0- 
453529, son born Feb. 23; Lt. L. F. 
Thompson, 0-304089, William . Keith 
bera January; Maj. Vaden B. Ken- 
Grick, 0-415628, daughter born Feb. 


22; Pvt. Edward Sasinowski, son born 
Feb. 15; Lt, O. W. Peterson, Linda 
Jean born Jan 7; Sgt. Al Jd. 
Kunz, Joy Kathleen born Xmas day. 

Pvt, Sam Morales, 31021250. daugh- 
ter bern oS M-Sgt. John A. 


Lt. Daniel T. Waits, 0384694 daugh- 
ter born Feb. 25; Lt. Claude C. Tur- 
ner, Jr., son born; James G. Haile, 
34201120, son born Jan. 2; Sgt. Clar: 
ence V. Spawar, Jane Hall born Jan. 
16; James G. Tyler, 6832825, Joan 
Frances born Feb. 20. 

Lt. George E. Hoffer, 0-273778, son 
born Jan. 28; Lt. John Funk, John 
Leon born Feb. 27; Louis J. Goos, 
37329595, Donald Edward born Jan. 
2; Leo Reddington, 32257931, Cather- 
ine born Feb. 20; Everett S. Stephen- 
son, Elizabeth Ann born Jan, 28. 

Capt. David 8S. Davis, daughter 
born Jan. 30; Theodore Abel, 3104- 
9297, son born Feb. 10; Herbert B. 
Rochman son born Dec. 
16;. R. Edward Miliner, 35012199, baby 
born Feb. 12; Vance, Jean De- 
haven Vance born early December; 
Pfc. Toney Ciereszewski, Anthony Jo- 
seph L. torn Jan. 12, and 5-Sgt. 
David M_ Cassel, Cynthia Lee born 
on Jan. 11, 

Lt. Patrick MeHugh, Patricia Ann 
born March 1; Pvt. David G. Glent- 
zer, 35366567, daughter Romnie Mau- 
reen born Feb. 28; Lt. Edwin F. Hen- 





0-475940, son “porn; Set. James Botin - 





ger, son born Dec. 29; — Lyle Dag- 
gett, daughter born 9. 








STIMSON 
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placed their house in order,” Mr. 
Stimson said. "Their spirit and 
their program are all that patriot- 

and careful can 


wise be put on a more efficient 
wartime basis.” 
The Secretary in particular criti- 


not be able to carry om any more 
offensives; 
“The German people are crack- 


ing; 

"The best way te win the war 
is to give our Allies plenty of 
weapons to fight for us; 

"If we make too big a military 
effort we shall so dislocate our 
economy that we shall never re- 
cover; we shall create a permanent 
dictatorship and lose our historic 
freedom.” 


Those people who hold and ex-| 


press such beliefs, Mr. Stimson 
continued, endanger the successful 
prosecution of the war. 

"The leaders of the Army are 


Americans,’ the Secretary said. 
"The opponents of the Army pro- 
gram are trying to avoid present 
trouble—the inconveniences and 
relatively minor sacrifices which 
would be involved in a more 
thorough and drastic reorganiza- 
tion of our industrial and civilian 
life for the remaining period of 


this war. * 

"I firmly believe that when the 
true situation is understood by the 
American people, there will be no 
doubt as to their decision. Even if, 


not yet truly realized what it 
means to be at war, they will soon 


do And when they have done/ pelago. 
the 4 "The Air Ferces of the American | be 


0, they will be ready to make any 
sacrifice for victory.” 





95 planes were dewned, and at 
least 102 were put out of action. 
But the real was the 


bom! 

credible pasting. By noon Thurs- 
day, every last Jap ship—22 in ail, 
counting warships and troop trans- 
ports—had gone to Davey Jones's 
locker. No less than 100,000 tons 
of Jap shipping was sent to the 
bottom 


Our losses were fantastically 
low—one bomber and three fight- 
ers. Rarely had there been such 
a one-sided battle. Elation in Aus- 
tralia_and the United States was 
terrific—so much so that Allied 
Headquarters here felt impelled 


that Japanese air strength in the 
Southwest Pacific is increasing 
despite heavy losses and that "any 
disparaging discount of their air 
potential is not only incorrect but 


dangerous, 

“Japanese air power, in this area 
at least, certainly is not on the 
wane,” the spokesman said. "Quite 
to the contrary. His planes are 
good and so are his fliers.” 

Later in the week the Japs 
struck back in several South Pa- 
cific areas. They sent nine bomb- 
ers escorted by 13 fighters on @ 
raiding mission in the Buna area 
and sank a small Allied cargo ves- 
sel before being driven off. The 
Japs also carried out a feeble one- 
airplane raid over Dutch New 
Guinea. Off Darwin an enemy re- 
connaissance plane was shot into 
the sea. None of the Jap sorties 
was rated as serious, however. 

Lt. Gen. Henry Arnold, com- 
mander of the American Army Air 
Forces, has this to say of the tri- 
umph off the Bismark Archi- 


Army, supported by Allied avia- 





a have dealt a devastating blow 


"Planes capable of dealing dead- 
ly blows, piloted by brave and de- 
termined flyers, have alone an- 
nihilated the enemy when he was 
about to imperil us. By attacking 
and eliminating the enemy where 
he was most vulnerable, and be- 


-| fore he had time ta take position, 
commands the 


Gen. Kenney, who 

Allied Air Forces in the south Pa- 
cific, made the best use of all the 
forces at his disposition. 

"The crews and the combat pi- 
lots, who ignored bad weather and 
the comparatively close enemy 
bases, have accomplished their 
mission according to the highest 
traditions of the Air Force. It was 
&® most significant victory.” 


GERMAN 


(Continued from Page 1) 








few missions over the Mediterran- 


ean. 

Mitchells and Flying Forts co- 
operated in the sinking of three 
ships and setting afire of four 
others, in a double-barrelled at- 


- | tack on a heavily- 


Protected enemy 
aw between Sicily and Tuni- 


In a second sea sweep, in the 
same area, Forts and their 
escort of P-38’s were attacked by 

a formation of 30 Axis planes. The 
Forts destroyed ten ME-109’s, saw 
two others collide and fall into the 





into this office, however, by April 1. 





.|$tars, Stripes’ Funds 


Early issues of The Stars and 
Stripes were sent to Commanding 
Officers for distribution to. their 


hold funds collected until instruc- 
tions were received from The Stars 
and Stripes as to remitting these 
funds. 

Most of these accounts have now 
been closed and it is requested 
that any officers still holding 


offices of The Stars and Stripes 
as —- in the eens of the 


10 Blvd, Baudin, 





BASEBALL NOTES 





Harris Shopping 


wherewith he hopes to rebuild the 
place Phils. Cur- 


perennial last 
rently, the Phils have only 23 


Harris has acquired Earle White- 
hill, former pitcher for Washing- 
ton, Cleveland and Chicago Cubs, 
as coach. Whitehill was a coach 
with the Cleveland Indians in 1941. 


Durocher Ready 


BROOKLYN—After he was re- 
jected by the Army examiners be- 
cause of an ear ailment gained 
while playing with the Yankees in 
1930, Leo Durocher, scrappy Dod- 
ger’s manager, announced his plans 
for the 1943 season. 

Durocher intends to start at 
shortstop teamed up with Dolpb 
Camilli at first base, Billy Her- 
man at second base and Arky 
Vaughn at third base. 

Augie Galan, reserve outfielder 
who was rejected by the Army be- 
cause of a trick knee, has sent in 
his signed contract. 


Indians Hopes Drop 

CLEVELAND—The 1943 pennant 
hopes of the Cleveland Indians 
dropped a few notches when Les 
Fleming, hard hitting first base- 
man, notified the club he is re- 
maining at his war job in a Texas 
ship yard. Previously, Hal Trosky, 
Fleming’s predecessor who retired 
during the 1941 season because of 








a comeback because he is a farm 
worker. 


Geary . Quits 

BUFFALO—Eugene Huck Geary, 
Pittsburgh -Pirate says 
he is going to quit baseball for the 
duration in order to continue 
working at his local war industry 
job. The Pirates bought Geary for 
a reported 22,000 dollars from the 
Minneapolis Millers where he 
batted .310 last year. 


Traynor Dropped 


Pie Traynor, one 
of -the greatest third basemen of 
all time, after 23 years of playing, 
coaching, managing and scouting. 
Traynor managed the Pirates from 
1935 until 1939. 





Yanks Add 


NEW YORK —Three Newark 
players, Infielder George Stirn- 
Outfielder Art Methany and 
Catcher Aron Robinson have been 
signed by the New York Yankees. 
Stirnweis, a former North Caro- 
lina football star, stole 73 bases 
last season for an International 


Pitchers Johnny Murphy and 
Marvin Breuer and catchers Ken 
Sears and Rollie Hemeley have 
sent in thir signed contracts. 


— 


Foxx Retires 

BOSTON—Jimmy Foxx, one of 
baseball’s * outstanding _sluggers, 
confirmed reports here that he is 
retiring. Foxx said he was notify- 
ing the Chicago Cubs where he 
was traded last year by the Bos- 
ton Red Sox. 

Foxx, who is now a salesman for 
a New York oil firm said: "This 
looks like a good time for me to 
quit. I better quit while I have a 
good job. I want to get out before 
I have another bad season like 
1942. I don’t want the fans to re- 
member me like that.” 

cad 





Danning 1-A 

NEW YORK—The New York 
Giants draft woes mounted with 
the news that Catcher Harry Dan- 
ning has been classified 1-A. At 
the same time the club reported 
that 14 contracts have been signed 
counting three promising rookies: 
Ray Coombs, who led International 
League pitchers in earned run 
average for Jersey City, Bill 
Voiselle, right ‘hander with Okla- 
homa City who had a September 
tryout with the Giants; and Vic 
Bradford who hit 342 for Jackson- 
Ville last season 


Kurowski Rejected 

ALLENTOWN, Pa. — George 
(Whitey) Kurowski, St. Louis 
Cardinals third baseman and .star 
in the 1942 World Series, was re- 
jected for induction because of a 
crippled right arm. The injury 
sustained during childhood does 
not imterfere with Kurowski’s 
throwing and batting. 


A’s Sign Odum 


PHILADELPHIA—Connie Mack 
has signed pitcher Dave Odum, 
formerly with the Detroit Fg 
raising the Athletics roster to 20 


Reds Buy Pitcher 
CINCINNATI—The Cincinnati 
Reds have purchased pitcher Leon 

Bobeck, 25, from Birmingham. 











Lost 
And Found 


The Stars and Stripes will do 
what it can to help locate your 
uncle, brother, sister or aunt. Let 

us know if you know the where- 
abouts of missing persons listed 

ow. 


Dear Editor: 
One of our nurses, Helen Or- 








wants to tell him that she is in 


North Africa and is trying fran- 


tically to contact him. 
Sincerely yours, 
—ROSALIND ZEIDEL, 
2ud Lt. A. N. C. 


Dear Editor: 
I want to meet my brother. Har- 


old S. Loden. 


—Pvi. MICHAEL LODEN [he 


Dear Editor: 

I’@ like to hear from my brother 
who is somewhere in Nerth Africa. 
He is Pvt. Herman P. Nuxoll. I 
haven’t heard from him in a 
month and a half. 

pl. TOM NUXOLL 


His name is T-5 Robert C. Aspley, 
35254099. I will thank you in ad- 
vance for any help you may be 
able to give me. 
—T-4 ELBRIDGE C. ASPLEY 
Dear Editor: 
I understand from letters I have 


im advance for your - 
wishing you the best of luck with 





Bruins Toughest 
Skaters At Home 


BOSTON—The Boston Bruins 
again proved they are the world’s 
hockey team on home ice by 
outskating and outgeneraling the 
5 pone Detroit Redwings 


Bill Cowley, the great Boston 
center who is considered the 
playmaker, demonstrat- 
that he is also plen- 
as @ goal getter. He scored 
goals, two unas- 





i 


eh 
a3 


E 


sisted, and regained the National 
League scoring lead from Doug 
Bentley, of the Chicago. Black 
Hawks. 


is equivalent to batting 


her | paseball, Max is right behind with 
-|24 goals and 40 assists for a total 


of 64 points. 
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Detroit hs 122 11 


Boston 3 iw 7 


.| Toronto 2 #18 =«(8 


Montreal 18 #19 #69 
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New York 10 2 8 28 
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Baer Brothers 
Stick Together 
Even In Khaki 





big, too awkward. Max had about 
as . ee eS 


. that the pixie 7 
the gentleman began to 
tsell. 


found him butting his head against 


an iron pipe. 

"What the .. .” exclaimed Mr. 
Laird. , 

"Just toughening myself up,” ex- 
plained the incredible Max 

BELTED SCHMELING 

Baer almost blew Schmeling out 
of the ring in the first and sec- 
ond rounds, but even in his early 
days he was never in the best of 
shape. He’d get a man going, then 
run out of gas. He had Schmeling 
stopped three or four times but 
didn’t have enough stamina to put 
on the clincher. 

He might not*have stopped him 
at all if Schmeling hadn’t hit him 
after the bell in the ninth. This 
moved Baer to a burst of fury. 
He wasn’t capable of sustaining 
any kind of Sve ins very long 
but they were inspiring moods 
while they lasted. 

At the bell for the tenth he was 
across the ring before the German 
could scarcely get his hands up. 
He belted him about the head and 
body without a letup for better 
than a minute, climaxing the as- 
sault with a long, sweeping right 
hand that turned Schmeling clear 
around and hurt him plénty. 

Then turning to Arthur Dono- 
van, the referee, Baer said dra- 
matically: 

* "Stop it, before I kill him.” 
JAMES IS 

There was more ham than harm 
in the elder of the Baers. He was 
more at home at a ringside table 
than in the ring. He had a daffy 
sort of charm and affability that 
made everybody .. . except his 
trainers and managers .. . fond 
of him. 

Baer had hit the big dough, had 
become a definite figure in 
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Eylrli 
LH: 
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y | Johnson 


the| batting average in 19 years of 





SPORT SHORTS 





as one of the game’s greatest sl 
with a life-time batting average of . 


troit second baseman who is now 
School 


and picks Dizzy 
Wonder if he ever saw a 


who ever lost a fight to his 


who saw the giant negro 
Burns 


bodied fighters. 


How many basthell fans would pict ‘Ted Willems over Bebe Rush 


? Not many—but when a guy 
iS maatees the chelee, it does carry 


some authority. We are speaking of Lt. y= 4 pgs great De- 
coaching the 


’s Pre-Flight 


baseball team. Lt. S.Gemecr thinks Ruth had 
Williams 


in Fenway Park with its wind hazards. Lt. Gehringe 

Lefty Grove over Bob Feller as the fastest pitcher he ever faced 

Dean as the best National League hurler he over saw. 
pretty good lefty named Carl Hubtic i? 


am > ' 
Billy Conn, only world t hea t champion 
= Pather-is-lnw, visited his h 


Seebell cong, 05 Eire © See eee, See wees.” Aeneas 
hasn't won a conference game since 1 
a as 


' This little bit of information from Los Angeles made the sports 
, who is almost as old as Methuselah, 
plans a series of exhibition matches. He is 64. Ring observers around 


win the heavyweight title from 


in 1908, claim he "he would have beaten any fighter who 
ever became —— These matches are 

Passes physical examination. If he gets by okay, the 
California Athletic Commission has specified the bouts be no longer 
than three rounds, two minutes each, against approved opponents. 
Guess John Lardner was right. There must be a shortage of 


dependent on whether 


able- 


ted president and the organization expects to raise 
cucspuie of aalkee Gants boxing shows all Over the country. 


DAVE GOLDING 





i Gesadhas Boxer 
Pleases Jacobs 


NEW YORK — Promoter Mike 
Jacobs rematched Pvt. Johnny 
Greco, Canadian army, with Cleo 
Shans, Los Angeles Negro, in a 
ten-round bout at Madison Square 
Garden March 26. 
It was a surprise match since 
Jacobs said he wanted to give 
Greco a shot at Beau Jack’s light- 
weight title after Greco’s smashing 
decision over Shans lgst Friday. 
Jacobs explained, intended 
matching Greco with Jack for the 
title but I forgot in my enthusiasm 
that Greco is only 19 years old. 
Because of his youth, the boxing 
commission won't. permit. him to 
fight 15 rounds for the title with- 
out further seasoning.” 

Greco will 


of receipts to the Canadian army's 
athletic equipment fund. Jacobs 
will donate 5,000 dollars or 10 
percent of the gate if over 5,000 
for the same cause. 


Jimmy Collins, Noted 
Third Baseman, Dies 


BUFFALO, N. Y¥.—James J. 
(Jimmy) Collins, 73, considered by 
many as baseball’s greatest third 
baseman, died of pneumonia here. 
He was manager of the Boston 
Red Sox who won their first world 
series in 1903 over the Pittsburgh 
Pirates. Collins had a life-time 


and minor league ball of 
.296, a fielding average of 921, and 
a total of 1,999 hits. 


CHAPEL HILL, N. C.—North 
Carolina totaled 402 points to 





Colleges Cut 1943 





* CAMBRIDGE, Mass. — The Big 
Three placed intercollegiate ath- 
letics on a "restricted informal 
basis” this week. A joint statement 
by the presidents of Harvard, Yale 
and Princeton stated: 

"We recognized the necessity of 
a drastic modification of our inter- 
collegiate sports schedules. We 
hope to continue some such 7 
upon a restricted informal sis 
but realize this will depend upon 
the plans of the armed forces, Of- 
fice of Defense Transportation as 
well as upon the revised calendar 
enrollment of our institutions.” 


Army Takes Service 
Cage Classic, 56-45 


ANNAPOLIS—Army. won the an- 
nual service basketball classic 
beating Navy 56-45. It was a fast 
and hard-fought game which saw 
three cadets and two midshipmen 
banished in the second half with 
four personal fouls apiece. How- 
ever, the Middie s@immers evened 
the score in a sea battle in the 
West Point pool sinking the Ca- 
Gets 46-39. 


Godoy Retains Title 


SANTIAGO, Chile—Arturo Go- 
doy, who retained the South Amer- 
ican heavyweight championship by 
outpointing Alberto Lovell, is going 
to fly -to the United States soon. 
Godoy met Joe Louis twice, losing 
a 15-round decision in the first 
fight and getting knocked out in 
the eighth of the second fight. 


Huskies Clinch Title 


SEATTLE—Washington clinched 














Athletic Schedules, 





Burnham Upsets 


NYU's Ace Miler 


NEW YORK—Dartmouth's Don 

upset Frank Dixon, NYU 
freshman star who was re- 
cently crowned national indoor 
mile , in the mile feature 


: 


In what was strictly a two-man 
outhful Dartmouth run- 

ce for the first quar- 
trailed Dixon until the 
both turned the curve 
to the 50th St. side, 


i 
EB 


made up a pe Ay deficit in the 
final lap to beat Dick Phillips, 
Tufts, by a nose in a middling 


A new meet ‘record in the high 
jump was set by Bill Vessie, Col- 
umbia, who cleared the bar at six 
feet, seven and one-eighth inches. 

Dick Morcom, New Hampshire. 
pole vault winner ai 14 feet, an- 
nexed individual high scoring hon- 
ors with a second in the broad 
jump and a third in the high 
jump 


Beau Jack Nabs 
Duke Over Zivic 


NEW YORK—Beau Jack,, Negro 
world lightweight champion. was 
again too fast for Fritzie Zivic, 
veteran welterweight, and captured 
@ popular 12-round decision in 
their return engagement before 
18000 fans at Madison Square 
Garden. 

It was a slambang fistic affair 
which had the customers off their 
seats during most of the fight 
Leading from the start, Jack al- 
most scored a knockout in the sev- 
enth, but the cagy veteran beat 
him off with a desperate flurry of 
rights and lefts. Zivic took five 
of the late rounds. 








Sullivan Trophy Goes 
To Pole Vaulting Star 


PIEDMONT, Cal. — Cornelius 
Warmerdam, world's greatest pole- 
vaulter, was presented with the 
Sullivan. Memorial Trophy as the 
outstanding amateur athlete of 
1942. Warmerdam, holder of the 





5 pole vault world record of 15 feet, 


seven and three-quarters inches, 
has been commissioned ensign and 
will lemve tomorrow for the Naval 
Pre-Flight Training School at 
Chapel Hill, N. C. 


Solon Urges Sports 
Status Be Clarified 
WASHINGTON— The clarifica- 


tion of the status of baseball, foot- 
ball and other sports for the dura- 





| tion was urged in a speech in the 


House of Representatives by Sam- 
uel A. Weis, of Pennsylvania. 

The representative asked the 
House to consider the tremendous 
effect on the morale of our armed 
forces the continuance of sports 
can have. He said that every effort 
should be made to maintain and 
support them. 





Senesky Sets Record 

PHILADELPHIA—George Sene- 
sky, St. Joseph's blonde whirlwind, 
set a new major team national 
season’s scoring record with 515 
points though Temple downed St. 
Joseph’s 32-28. 


Beazley Officer 


MIAMI BEACH—Johnny Beaz- 















win the l6th annual Southern) the first northern division Pacific; ley, St. Louis Cardinals’ pitching 

Open Indoor Track and Pield| Coast conference title basketball/ hero in the 1942 World Series, has 

championships. A fighting Navy) title in seven years trouncing Ore-/| been commissioned a second lieu- 

aggregation was second with 37)gon State, defending champions tenant in the Army Air Force 
53-33. training comm: 

. (By courtesy of King Features Syndicate) by Chic Young 































Buck Up — Men! 
Dogfaces Pitch 
Leather er Today 


Mitt Show | Resumes 
With Eight Bouts 
On Matinee Card 


Buck up men—the all-African 
GI boxing shows pick up today 
where they left off three weeks 
ago. Sixteen dogfaces start pitch- 
ing leather at the Majestic The- 
ater this afternoon with the first 
bell slated to sound at 2 PM. 

That isn’t all. The shows will 
positively be staged every Friday 
under the auspices of the Special 
Services branch of the 12th Air 
Force Service Command. 

WRINKLES IRONED OUT 

A number of wrinkles, which 
have held up the proceedings, have 
been ironed out and the GI's 
should be seeing a lot of action 
around here—in the ring, Sgt. Al 
Weisberger, who promoted the first 
show, continues in his present ca- 
pacity under Maj. C. R. Parsons 
and Lt. J. M. Kaljney, of Special 
Services. The American Red Cross 
is footing the bill thus erasing any 
financial headaches. 

Re the first show, which 
almost didn’t come off because 
some of the entrants were de- 
tained doing K. P. or holding a 
full-field display? The man who 
saved the day by rounding up a 
group of able Arab fighters at the 
last minute, Gilbert Benafm, for- 
mer French promoter,.is in there 
working hard to make the show 
today a real success. 


INDIAN ON CARD 


There should be a lot of ex- 
citement on the Majestic stage 
this afternoon. For one thing, the 
fighters have had more time to 
get in condition and sharpen their 
punches, and five of the 16 fight- 
ers on the card are making their 
second appearance. 

If you were at the opener, you'll 
remember slugging Pvt. Dennis 
Kequam, the full-blooded Chero- 
kee Indian, Den Brown and Sal 
Lasassos, of the Navy, S-Sgt. Steve 
Innance, of the Signal Corps, and 
little Pvt. Jimmy McMenamin, 
whose ‘terrific {inish earned him 
a draw with the featherweight 
champ of Algicrs. They will all be 
in there swingiiig as will some of 
the new talen! which Weisberger 
has unearthed, 

SHOW WiLL TOUR 

Plans are siiJl om tap for de- 
veloping the show into a major 
league event—on:. which will rival 
the AEF boxitic oouts of the last 
war. When the b6 st fighters are 
selected followi: . series of elimi- 
nations, the (;! boxers will tour 
the front and North Africa—port- 
able ring and 





Admission to these fights is 
free. If you con't get tickets 
through your sp. cial service sec- 
tion just apply at the Red Cross 
Club where they are passing out 
the ducats, 


« Armstroug Loses 





LOS ANGELES—Willie. Joyce, 
clever Negro trom Gary, Ind., gave 
Henry Armstrong's comeback 
hopes a rude joiling when he out- 


ran By a wide 
ten-round route. 
i"s second defeat 
> he started his 
comeback campairn last summer. 
While the former kingpin in three 
divisions has siowed down, he is 
still a damagine puncher. After 
the fight, it was discovered that 
Joyce had suff red a broken jaw 
from one of Armstrong’s punches 
and will be on the shelf for two 
months, 


Kansas Ahead 


LAWRENCE, Kan. — What ap- 
peared a week avo as a tight Kan- 
sas-Oklahoma duel for the basket- 
ball championship of the Big Six 
conference suddenly beeame a rout 
as Kansas rushect ahead with a 
pair of easy triumphs over lowa 
State and Nebrnska, while Okla- 
homa stumbled against Missouri, 


Pep on KO 
HARTFORD, Conn.—Willie Pep, 
world featherweight champ, kayoed 
Lou Transparenti, Baltimore in the 
sixth round of a scheduled ten- 
round bout after giving him a 
royal pasting. 


pointed the vei 
margin over the 
It was Armst 





Rams Champs 


BOSTON — ‘The Rhode Island 
State Rams, un cfeated in two 
years of league competition, have 
practically clinche| the New Eng- 
land Conference ‘itle. The worst 
they can do is ' with two com- 


paratively soft g...es remaining. 
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FOXHOLES FULL OF HISTORY (IT SAYS HERE) 


| 

Romans Raised 

Axis supply route is [ : Plenty Of Hell 
In Sheitla Pubs 


across Straits of Sicily 
’ a 
pd Don't Be Surprised 








Tunisia Lousy 
With Tradition, 
Says Guidebook 






CAMPAIGN for 


TUNISIA 


(Battle tines shown are those of 
week beginning March 7. 1943) 
















Caesar Slept Here, 
So Did Elephants, = To Find Mummies 
Why Not You? In Slit Trenches 


originally calléd Thagaste and it 
was there that St. Augustine was 
born in 354 AD. There are sulphur 
baths at Souk-Ahras. 

"Sbeitla,” says the handbook, de- 
ciding that it has handed out quite 
enough praise, "is considered a 
poor example of Corinthian a:chi- 
tecture.” It was to Sbeitla that 
Gregory's forces were driven by 
Abdullah, the Arab general. Greg- 
ory’s troops had so much money 
and no place to spend it that 
when the Arab army captured 
— —_ Mussulman picked up 
000: gold pieces as personal booty. 
The ruins of Sbeitla consist of a 


By MILTON LEHMAN 

(Stars and Stripes Staff Writer) 

When you're down in your fox- 
hole and the ME’s are rattattatting 
overhead and the ground is muddy 
and all you have to eat is hard 
tack and tepid tea, it may (or may 
not) be some consolation to remem- 
ber that this isn’t the first time a 
war has been fought on the soil of 
what is now Tunisia. 






e 
Medes: Bebe 
Battle lines in North 
have changed little 

since. last November 
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It’s most likely, in fact, that the Cucima ~<a. 
* very foxhole you're using has been’ aA Youks-les-Bains se Y se Seven pilgrimages to ‘Keiscace + enggy Be oy phage gg ° 
dug in hallowed, historic ground << Oa, where Gregory’s boys. probably 
over which once trod the legions | |—— = TEBESSA’e equal one trip to Mecca made fools of themselves until the 
of Julius Caesar or the elephants : ~ As A> army moved in. 
of Hannibal. There's scarcely a JZ eee SS But all'these towns are to the 
t Kasserine west. What the well-rounded rifle- 


square inch of earth on the Tu- 
nisian front that hasn't, at one 
time or another, witnessed some 
gigantie struggle which decided, at 
least temporarily, the- fate of an 
empire. 


Meet Cook's 


Guidebooks written in English 
about this region are as scarce in 
North Africa now as quiet spots 
in Tunisia, but The Stars and 
Stripes has managed to get hold 
of a volume called Cook’s Travel- 
ers’ Handbook of Algeria and Tu- 
nisia and is now prepared to pass 
on to GI readers some of the in- 
formation contained therein. 

There is, for instance, the mat- 
ter of hot springs, mineral waters 


man in a foxhole most needs to 
know are some of the salient facts 
about the towns he’s planning to 
enter. He wants to know about 
Gafsa, which the Germans are 
using as a rest camp until the 
right time comes to push them 
out. And then he wants to know 
about Tunis, Bizerta and Kairouan, 
which will probably soon be his. 


_Gafsa Fruit Trees 


About Gafsa. Gafsa is surround- 
ed by date oases and fruit trees, 
which were. about ready to bloom 

| when we moved out three weeks 
ago and should provide summer 
,rerefreshment as soon as we 
| get back again. 

| Next door to ancient Carthage 
iS Tunis, which is even older than 
Carthage and became the capital 


"With the taking of Kairouan in 
the 19th century, the holy city 
where the prophet’s own beard is 
buried,” Cook’s~Handbook reports, 
"the Arab insurrection was prac- 
tically at an end, and since that 
time Tunisia has been as safe and 
peaceful as Algeria.” 


When the ancients who lived in nag: > : 
these historic mountains yeren® Stars and Stripes Map by Gilbert Sweeney when Carthage was overthrown at 
athing, they seem to have 1} with the town, the Arabs took it) places you may have seen on your, fifth cent and left it to Solo- ‘ ° = & 
fighting. All this explains the at-| over again and made it a center} way up to the front. But while} mon the EBunuch to put it together a Se yh. =— pra se 
titude of the Arab who now stands | of literary and religious life. Then| you’re at the front. you're more| again. had. it and in 1574 the ‘Turks took 
around with the carefree attitude/the furks came along in 1535. And| interested in towns like Tebessa, Th if it away. It became a center for 
of.a Dodger fan who has seen/the French, under General Damre-} Feriana, Souk-Ahras and Sbeitla. e Quadrifon visales Gnd’ siavocheshend -; tentlt 
everything before. mont and the Duc de Nemours, an} Tebessa, for instance, was in the Tebessa is as jammed with’ France cleaned it up. Then the 
Most of the men who have gone! ancestor of the American Du| beginning a place where nine| relics as the Smithsonian Institute.' British fleet moved in. While the 


to the front have passed through! ponts, who own General Motors, roads came together and where| Besides Caracalla’s Arch,~which. French were there. a native re- 
says Cook's Handbook, is the only yoit started, extenfing as far 


Constantine, which was named for) moved in during the year 1837, AS|}the Romans built a rampart 
the Emperor Constantine some-/soon as the battle was over, the| against the Berbers. In the last| known example of what is play- south as Sfax and Kairouan,ethe 
time during the fourth century. troops hunted for a place to bathe| half of the second century, 1700; fully referred to as a "quadrifon,”| holy city, which became the ‘base 
Constantine,” says the guide-|anq change their clothes. They there is also a Temple of Minerva'of operations. As for Sfax, she 
book, "is a fortress of the first) discovered ‘three private baths, (date uhknown), the Citadel of was bombarded by sea. What will 
order, practically impregnable. It’s! each of them steaming at 104 de- Solomon, the monastery known as happen to Sfax now; with the 
situated on an isolated block OF! prees. The troops took their chance. @ Basilica and walls that are 1.300 British 8th Army moving up from 
rocks rising perpenditularly near- The Water Cure yards long. The walls were built to the south and the Americans mov- 
ly 1,000 feet, encircled on the north z = enclose the city, but with all the ing in from fhe west, is not dis- 
and east by a deep ravine about} The waters of Biskra, in the Sa~j: hell-raising in the last 500 years,| cussed in Cook’s Travellers’ Hand- 
75 yards wide. It has. withstood 80) hara, also known to some of our): the city has expanded well outside| book of Algeria and Tunisia. 
sieges.” men, are equally notable and, in the walls. Around the town, if you oF! 
After the Romans got finished fact, a good bit hotter. These min- don’t. watch where you're digging 
eral waters, which heat up to 115}: your slit trench, you may turn up 
degrees, are recommended for}: the mummy ef an ancient Roman. 
rheumatism, tuberculosis, skin dis-|: Feriana, with its olive groves 
eases, neuralgia, scrofula, renal af- and irrigation streams, was once 
fections, dysentery, * bronchitis, known as Telepte and you might 
wounds, partial paralysis, diseases make a note to the fact that in 
of women, arthritis, gravel, con- is the time of St. Cypian, Feriana 
stipation and diseases of the res-| years ago, it was the richest city! was a province of Byzantium. 
piratory organs. But the local/in Africa next to Carthage It} yr you've been to Souk-Ahras 
Chamber of Commerce modestly) drew conquerors just as jelly! jately, you'll want to know that 
states that the waters are positive-| draws flies. Septimus Severus! this town, where you can now get 
ly useless for anemia, neurasthen-| made it a central depot about 200/ your shoes shined for two francs 
ia, chlorosis, brain diseases and| A.D. Caracalla built his Areh of] 50 centimes, was once a Roman 
gout. Triumph there in 214. The Numi-| municipium in the time of Em- 
Biskra and Constantine are’ dians tore the town apart in the! peror Septimus Severus. Souk was 


Getting Their Crack At Hated Boche 


‘Continuect from Page 1) 











"Guns, firearms and gunpowder, 
says Cook’s Traveller’s Handboo 
of Algeria and Tunisia, "may not 
be imported to Tunisia. Every- 
where life and property are safe.” 











and baths. The mountains of Tu- 
nisia, according to this guidebook. 
are lousy with them as well as 
with ruins of old baths used by the 
ancient Romans, 
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‘Simples Soldats’ Are 





dicated he was no novice at wars.| with events elsewhere. Only small 


they know so well how to use. 
While the wiseacres were specu-| bodies of troops were engaged. But 


and blood to modern automatic and joy. And no soldier could put 


~~ ho me he 





weapons and tanks. them to better use. More Tommy Another significant point I no- 
guns mean more dead Germans. ticed about the French front 1s 

The. C-in-C for the Tunisian} the splendid co-operation between 
front sector held by the: French| the French and the British. Since 
is four-star General Louis Koeltz,| the French have very little ar- 
an Alsatian who fought the Ger-/tillery their front is largely sup- 
[mans with great heroism in 1914-| ported by British artillery. Two 
1918 and has since lost none of|front line infantry commands 
his enthusiasm fof such warfare.| volunteered comment about this 
Wearing five rows of ribbo on} artillery. One said that on a recent 
his breast, he is typical of the best| occasion=he had called for artil- 
traditions of the French Army. He|lery firé on a certain target and 
knowsghis men are badly equipped,| ir. just three minutes from the 
thanks to the Italian-German Ar-| time he put in the call the shells 
mistice Commission. He knows they| were falling on the target. "C’était 
lack proper supplies, proper trans-| magnifique!” exclaimed the French 
port. He knows they lack every-| major. Another French officer 
thing except the will to fight. And| characterized the British as the 
he knows they will fight bare-| "best artillery support I have ever 
handed until they get the weapons! had,” His campaign ribbons in- 


There are, for instance, the 
Goums, who have struck terror to 
the heart of many a Boche. Goums 
are Berbers from Morocco. They 
aren't exactly your idea of a sol- 
dier. They wear a cCloaklike gar- 
ment called a "djellaba.” On their 
heads is a crocheted sort of thing 
which they wind into a turban 
and which they call a "chech.” 

The Goum specialty is night pa- 
trol work. They go on foot far 
into the enemy lines, waylaying 
unwary groups of carefree Ger- 
mans, ambushing enemy patrols, 
killing officers. They are armed 
with rifles and bayonets and now 
a few of them have acquired some 

Tommy guns which are their pride 











lating as to whether De Gaullist 
General LeClerc from the Lake 
Tchad region and Giraud’s Gen- 
eral DeLay in the Sahara could 
get along, they were in active cor- 
respondence, laying their plans 
to oust the Italians from all their 
desert outposts. They have done 
just that. 

Making marches of 1,000 and 
1,500 kilometres, they rushed their 
few scattered troops to the danger 
areas with the result that by the 
time the British 8th Army took 
Tripoli the two French forces had 
cleaned up every Italian outpost 
in the whole Sahara ‘ 

No reporters covered that war. 
It wasn’t spectacular compared 





it was important and is paying 
dividends now. 

No motor transport, his men 
walked and packed their supplies. 
They knew they had no equipment 
to compare with what they would 
have to fight against, but they 
went and they held on and they 
are still holding on. 

Yes, the French North African 
Army will fight. It is not interest- 
ed in politics but only in fighting 
and winning. It has taken brutal 
losses, but it has hope that ample 
supplies and equipment will soon 
arrive from the U. S. When they 
get these supplies, the French will 
pull their full weight and more in 
the battle 
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